
SERVICE OF WORSHIP

ABOUT TODAY’S SERVICE

October 1, 2017  •  8, 9:30 and 11 a.m.

In his 1554 commentary on Genesis, French theologian and reformer John 
Calvin wrote that the story of the Tower of Babel is “absolute proof of man’s 
headstrong pride joined with contempt for God.” In his view, the story 
illustrates humankind’s hubris and arrogance and in response, God punishes 
the world by creating different languages and cultures. But is that the only 
way to read this story? More recently biblical scholars are posing a different 
interpretation – that difference and diversity are not God’s punishment but 
rather God’s design.
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  Prelude Prayer (Oba a ba ke) (Nigeria)  
 by Fela Sowande

  Introit God Welcomes All (Scotland)  
 by John Bell, Village Choir

  Call to Worship Rev. Zach Walker

Jesus said, “Then people will come from east and west, from north and south,    
 and will eat in the kingdom of God.”  
Jesus is our host, so we come to sit at Christ’s table.  
Justice and joy and compassion and peace are here.
The Holy Spirit invites us, so we join together in love.  
Jesus said, “Come to me, all who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,    
 and I will give you rest.”  
For everyone born has a place at this table.  
Come, for the God of creation delights when we gather for worship.

*Hymn, No. 769 (Congregation sings refrain) For Everyone Born (New Zealand) 
  FOR EVERYONE BORN

*Prayer of Confession 

Loving God,
You created us in your image and called us to be one.
But we mistake being one for being the same.
We see difference not as a blessing but as a curse.
We choose to spend time with those who see the world like us, think like us,    
 look like us, and even worship like us.    
We deny your bold imagination and the diversity of your handiwork.  
Forgive us, O God, for our narrow world view.
Forgive us for choosing comfort over creativity and    
 mistaking uniformity for unity. (Silent prayer)

*Assurance of God’s Grace



*Passing of the Peace 

  Words of Welcome 

  Welcome New Members (11 a.m.)

  PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

  Anthem (9:30 a.m.) I’ve Just Come From the Fountain (United States)
by Robert Hobby; Alegría  

  Prayer for Illumination Diann Markley (8  a.m.)
Sandy Wells (9:30  a.m.)

Elizabeth McKell (11 a.m.)

  Scripture Reading Genesis 11:1-9 (pg. 8)

  Sermon                                                 Making a Name for Ourselves Dr. Rodger Nishioka

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
*Hymn, No. 532 Sheaves of Wheat (Spain) 
 UNA ESPIGA

  Offertory Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit (United States)
by Moses Hogan; Anthony Perkins, bass  

*Response Aurelia (England) 
Great God of every blessing, of faithful, loving care,

you are the fount of goodness, the daily bread we share.
How can we hope to thank you? Our praise is but a start. 

Sincerely and completely I offer you my heart.

*Response Aleluia (Brazil)  
 by Simei Monteiro

 



*Prayer of Dedication

 The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
 Invitation
 Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread;

 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

                  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
 Words of Institution
 Sharing the Elements
  (At the indication of the pastor, we will all be invited to partake of the bread   
  together, giving visible expression to the unity we share as Christ’s body.   
  You are invited to partake of the cup as it is served to you.)
 Prayer of Response

*Hymn, No. 538 (refrain, st. 1 and refrain) Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises (South Africa)
HELELUYA! PELO TSA RONA

*Benediction 

*Benediction Response Now He Sends Us All Out (South Africa)
 

*Postlude Xacara (Spain)
 by Martin y Coll

*All who are able may stand
© A-705103 for all hymns



WORSHIP NOTES
On World Communion Sunday, Christians from around the globe gather to celebrate the Lord’s 
Supper. Catholics and Protestants, Mainline and Fundamentalist, all ages, all races – on this day, 
we are reminded that there are many ways to “be Christian.”  World Communion Sunday began 
in 1934 when the leaders of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, called upon all 
churches to celebrate the Lord’s Supper on the first Sunday of October as an act of Christian 
unity. The invitation was gladly received by Roman Catholic, Orthodox and Episcopal churches 
who celebrate communion every Sunday. It was more controversial with Presbyterian, Baptist, 
Methodist, Lutheran, congregational and independent churches. In 1940, the National Council 
of Churches, the nation’s largest group of Christian churches, affirmed the call. Today, the 
World Council of Churches estimates that more than two billion Christians will join together in 
communion across the world. The music, the liturgy and the setting for the Lord’s table all reflect 
the unity and diversity of the church on this World Communion Sunday.  

ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC
The opening hymn graciously states it: “For everyone born, a place at the table.”  Today’s music 
selections hail from around the globe and across the centuries to help connect us with our 
brothers and sisters from far and wide. The organ prelude was composed based on this text from 
the Yoruba tradition: “The King of heaven whom we should cherish, we do not cherish. The Savior 
of mankind whom we should serve, we do not serve; Jesus whom we should worship, He is the 
very one the world derides and abuses; Lord of the Rainbow, forgive us our offences; for the sake 
of Jesus, grant us pardon.”  The music is a very honest depiction of this text: it starts simply and 
politely, but grows and develops to a crashing fortissimo, in a thick and chromatic texture. After 
this brief outcry of emotion, both the music and the soul retreat back to the original graceful 
plea. The piece is driven by constant yearning and the regret of unrequited love.  



THE CHURCH’S BOOK (Week of October 1, 2017)

The following daily Bible readings were written by Rev. Jenny McDevitt and are offered for your own 
personal devotion. You are invited to read the text, think about the reflection and questions and allow 
these to lead you in a time of prayer. of prayer. Pray for your own journey of faith, pray for Village Church, 
pray for the community around you, and pray for all of creation. 

Monday, Oct. 2 2 Peter 1:1-11
The author of this letter stands in awe of the promises of God. That is a good and faithful thing, for these 
promises are so great, how could we respond in any other way? We are then presented with a list of 
attributes to pursue in light of God’s promises, and here the awe may fall away. Self control, endurance, 
godliness, goodness, affection…they all sound good, but to live up to this list is a mighty task. Rather 
than be discouraged, however, consider seeking out small ways you might seek improvement in one 
area each day. Sometimes striving toward high expectations can in fact bring out the best in us.

Tuesday, Oct.  3 2 Peter 1:12-21
Memory is important. It informs our faith and gives us confidence that God will keep God’s promises… 
because that has always been God’s way. “I think it right to refresh your memory,” the author writes. 
Remembering is a holy practice. When you remember God’s faithfulness to you, what comes to mind?

Wednesday, Oct.  4 2 Peter 3:1-10
Waiting is not always our strength. We live in a world where we seldom have to wait for things like food, 
entertainment, communication, or other material goods. But we also live in a world where we are always 
waiting -- waiting for test results, waiting for a child, waiting for a second chance, waiting for peace (to 
name just a few). Waiting is hard, and God’s timing often feels so different from our own. What are you 
waiting for? How do you wait?

Thursday, Oct.  5 2 Peter 3:11-18
Regard the patience of the Lord as salvation, this passage instructs us. Patience is so often something we 
approach out of necessity, rather than out of delight. It can so quickly turn to impatience. Each can be 
faithful, depending on circumstance. Where in your life might you consciously choose to be   
joyfully patient? 

Friday, Oct.  6 Matthew 22:1-14
This parable about dress codes is a tough read. And yet it suggests, albeit in a difficult way, that there are 
times and circumstances that deserve nothing less than our very best. God will take us as we are, to be 
sure, but God also longs for us to offer our best effort. In our busy days, this likely means setting some 
priorities. What is your priority this week? 

Saturday, Oct.  7 Psalm 80
Let your face shine, that we may be saved. As the days get shorter and the nights grow longer, we pray 
for the light. The psalmist was familiar with that prayer. The world can often seem so dark. And yet we 
declare that salvation is coming. Where do you see light today? 





TODAY AT VILLAGE
WELCOME TO VILLAGE CHURCH! Please join us every week. Refreshments are available in Friendship  
Hall following the worship service.
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY – Village is collecting the Peace  and Global Witness Offering today.  
The money from this offering  is used for the following: 50% enables the Peacemaking Program to provide 
assistance and resources for congregations and other bodies of the Presbyterian Church; 25% is given to 
our Presbytery and Synod for their peacemaking efforts; 25% is retained by Village Church for our own 
peacemaking ministry. White envelopes for this offering are in the hymnal slot in front of you.
TODAY WE WELCOME our first and second grade children and families who are taking First 
Communion together.
WORSHIP BAGS are available for children to use as tools in worship. Please return the bags to the 
baskets located in the Narthex at the end of the worship service.

CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY 
PRESCHOOL CHURCH SCHOOL – Parents should check in their preschool-age child on the first floor in the 
Preschool wing. Church school classes are available at 9:30 and 11 a.m.
KIDS’ KINGDOM – K-1st Grade new curricula! Kindergarten meets in Room 311. 1st Grade meets in   
Room 303. 9:30-10:30 a.m. 2nd-5th Grades – Sign-in elementary (2nd-5th) aged students on the 3rd floor. 
Check the large bulletin boards located in the Children and Family wing for each grade’s class location.  
9:30-10:30 a.m. Connect with 6th Grade – Fun and relevant discussions for today’s ‘tweens. Room 302.  

ADULT EDUCATIONAL MINISTRY
ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION COMMITTEE is co-sponsoring a talk entitled "Mobilizing God's People to 
Save the Earth" by Rev. Fletcher Harper at 7 p.m. Monday, Oct. 2, in Room 127. Rev. Harper (an Episcopal 
priest and executive director of GreenFaith) is an internationally-recognized environmental preacher who 
speaks at houses of worship about the moral and spiritual basis for environmental stewardship and justice, 
challenging people of faith and worshiping communities to practice earth care in bold, life-giving ways.
AARP 55 ALIVE DRIVING CLASS will be held from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Thursday and Friday, Oct. 12 and 13, in 
Room 133. Classes will be taught by veteran instructor, Terry Barker. The cost is $20 ($15 if you are an AARP 
member) per person payable to AARP. To enroll, call Marianne, 913-671-2333.
TECH TALK WITH TONY – Join Tony Liu, team leader of the Village Church Computer Ministry, as he leads 
a demonstration and discussion of how to organize your digital data. Examples include pictures that you 
capture with your cell phone or camera, email attachments or information from the internet. This digital 
data can be used by your computer, tablet or mobile phone. 6:30-8 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 4, in Room 316.
Village U registration is open. Register at villagepres.org or call Marianne at 913-671-2333.
UPCOMING CLASSES INCLUDE:
DRAWING WITH THE NELSON-ATKINS MUSEUM – An introductory experience working with pencil, 
charcoal, pen, watercolor and ink. Subjects include landscape, face or portrait, mark-making, and still life. 
Topics include hand/eye coordination, hue and form, composition and perspective. The first three sessions 
are at the church, and the last session is at the Nelson-Atkins Museum. 6-7:30 p.m. Thursdays, Oct. 5-26,  
Room 15. Child care will be offered on Oct. 26 from 5:45-8 p.m.
GAME NIGHT – Looking for a fun night out? Come the first Thursday of the month to learn a new board 
game or play an old favorite. No previous experience needed! Come laugh and meet new friends. Games 
provided but feel free to bring your own, too! 6:30-8:30 p.m. Thursdays, Oct. 5, Nov. 2 and Dec. 7, Room 233. 



POWER POINT-DAYTIME OR EVENING – This class explores the basic skills necessary to develop a 
simple presentation using PowerPoint. Topics covered include adding and deleting slides, using charts, 
graphs, and pictures in presentations and utilizing the Notes feature. 1-2:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 10,   
Room 316 OR 6:30-8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 12, Room 316.

OLDER ADULT SPIRITUALITY - A JOURNEY IN STORYTELLING – Our lives are made of stories, stories 
within stories and then more stories. It is our stories that bring us closer together and when we are able to 
connect our stories, we become closer. Our personal stories are our faith stories are worth sharing and will 
unite us spiritually. Taught by Rev. Bud Cooper. 6:30-8 p.m. Wednesdays, Oct. 11-25, Room 124.

WESTON RED BARN FARM – A trip to the farm is like visiting a turn of the century working farm and 
offers visitors the opportunity to experience a real working farmstead. In the fall, we celebrate the harvest 
being brought in and offer visitors the chance to have some old-fashioned farm fun. Cost for the bus is $30 
per person; participants pay for their own lunches. 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 12.

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT CLASSES: 9:30 a.m.
FAITH JOURNEY – The class is studying the book, The Witness of Religion in an Age of Fear, by Michael 
Kinnamon. We live in a world driven by fear. But should we allow fear to play such a large role in our lives? 
According to the religions of the world, the answer is no. In this helpful and illuminating book, the author 
challenges readers to consider why. Led by Kathy Ray. Room 230.

FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH: WHEN EGYPT WAS IN ISRAEL'S LAND – Long before the Kingdom of Israel 
arose in the land of Canaan, Egyptian influence colored the lives of the peoples who populated the land. 
Biblical tradition holds that ancient Israel was unique and distinct from these other peoples and nations. 
Rev. Dwight Tawney leads the class to explore the impact that Egypt exercised on the religion and culture  
of the emerging community of Israel. Now-Oct. 29. Room 132.

VILLAGE FORUM: THE SEARCH FOR GOD-EVOLVING FROM SEARCH INTO THEOLOGY – Today through 
Oct. 15 the class is viewing a bioptic documentary on Martin Luther. Oct. 22, 29, and Nov. 5. Professor Kris 
Kvam will lead classes related to Luther and Lutherans - Oct. 22: Luther and Repentance: Reconfiguring 
Christian Life. Room 127.

CONNECTIONAL MINISTRIES 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER – Our menu for Oct. 4 is brown sugar glazed salmon GF, lemon horseradish 
roasted new potatoes (V & GF), zucchini herb casserole (V & GF), chicken tenders, corn and dessert. The 
salad bar opens at 5:15 p.m.; hot food buffet is open 5:30-6:30 p.m. Full meal with salad bar and dessert 
is $7. Salad bar and dessert is $6. Children ages 4-10 are $3 and children age 3 and under are no charge. 
Contact Liz Middleton (913-671-2359) or liz.middleton@villagepres.org for reservations by noon tomorrow.

ANGELA HAGENBACH JAZZ CONCERT – Join us at 7 p.m. this Friday, Oct. 6, for a free concert by the 
Angela Hagenbach Quartet in the Village on Mission Sanctuary. Seating is on a first-come basis. A retiring 
offering will be collected to benefit La Paz House, an after-school program for school age children, offered 
through Grandview Park Presbyterian Church in Kansas City, Kan. Email cindy.wilcox@villagepres.org with 
questions. This concert is sponsored by Connectional Ministries of Village Presbyterian Church.

MISSION 
THE FOOD PANTRY – Today the Clothes Closet starts collecting fall clothing-sweaters, jackets, warmer 
children's clothing, socks. Clean out your closets and donate your wonderful outgrown discards to the 
clients. The Food Pantry is asking for hearty soups, canned meat and fish-tuna, salmon, chicken, ham, etc.-
and plastic grocery sacks. Thank you. 



BE THE CHURCH SERVICE DAY – On Sunday, Oct. 22, Village Church will be sponsoring the annual "Be 
the Church Service Day" along with other Presbyterian Churches in the area. From 6:30-7:30 p.m. we have 
the opportunity to participate in a number of service projects. If you would like to volunteer, go online at 
bethechurch.online or call Deborah White at 913-671-2369 or email deborah.white@villagepres.org.

MEXICO EARTHQUAKE – If you wish to help families impacted by the the 7.1 earthquake in Mexico, you 
can support Presbyterian Disaster Assistance emergency response with a gift online at https://pma.pcusa.
org/donate or with a check to Presbyterian Church (USA), P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264 (note 
Mexico Earthquake DR00014 on your check). You may also call 1-800-872-3283 and donate by phone.

MUSIC MINISTRY 
KANSAS CITY WIND SYMPHONY CONCERT – Please join the Kansas City Wind Symphony at Village 
Church on Mission at 7 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 8! This is the first concert under the baton of newly appointed 
conductor, Dr. Langston Hemenway. The concert, entitled “Masterworks,” features some of the most 
famous music for wind band. Admission is free. Visit kcwindsymphony.org for more information.

MORNING STARS – We are excited to have our Morning Stars (K-6) sing in worship twice in October at  
11 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 8, and at 9:30 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 15. The children will sing their own pieces as well as 
portions of our congregational hymns!

SECOND THURSDAY RECITAL OCT. 12 – Village Church welcomes flutist Joelle Teal as our guest artist for 
Second Thursday Recital at 12:15 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 12, in the Village Chapel. A highly regarded teacher and 
performer in Kansas City, Joelle has shared her gifts in worship on numerous occasions. Joelle’s concert will 
include a wide and dynamic variety of music by Hamilton Harty, Louis Ganne, Henri Dutilleux and Ian Clarke.

PASTORAL CARE AND COUNSELING 
"REDISCOVERING A GOD OF GOODNESS” – Sue Sullivan shares her personal rediscovery of faith after 
losing her 23-year-old son to suicidal depression at the next Faith and Grief Lunch at noon-1 p.m. Tuesday, 
Oct. 3. in Friendship Hall. Please registration online at faithandgrief.org. If you have questions or would like 
more information, contact Linda Alley at 913-671-2327 or linda.alley@villagepres.org.

MEMORIES IN THE MAKING is a new ministry in collaboration with the Alzheimer's Association exploring 
fresh avenues of expression for individuals with varying stages of dementia and Alzheimer's. There is also a 
separate care-givers support group meeting at the same time. The group will meet next at 3:30 p.m. Oct. 4, 
in Room 126. If you or someone you love, is in need of this support and community contact Rev. Len Carrell 
at len.carrell@villagepres.org or call 913-671-2347.

COME TO THE CLASSIC CITIZEN CELEBRATION!  – Join us at 1:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 5! This annual 
event is for those who are 75 or more years young at heart. Transportation is provided if requested. Let 
Linda Alley know if you are coming; contact her at 913-671-2327 or linda.alley@villagepres.org.

TRY TAIZÉ NEXT SUNDAY – Our theme this month is joy. Experience a reflective service at 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 8, at the VCCFDC at 9900 Mission Road. Taize worship includes prayer, reflection, song   
and communion. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
WOMEN OF WISDOM (WOW) Welcomes Will at a luncheon at noon on Thursday, Oct. 26. We'll enjoy 
Chef Emily's delicious food in the Heritage Dining Room. $10 for lunch is payable at the door. Guest Will 
Breytspraak will speak about returning to his childhood home church as our director of music. RSVP by noon 
Oct. 20, to Marvie Sneegas, sneegi@kc.rr.com, or 913-209- 9608. Join your PW friends to welcome Will back !



An Ordination Invitation
You are invited to celebrate the ordination of Sarah Are, by joining us in a worship service to 
celebrate Sarah’s ordination as a Minister of Word and Sacrament at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 10, in the 

Village on Mission Sanctuary.

Sarah is the daughter of Tom and Carol Are, and a child of Village Church. 
She is also the daughter of six generations of Presbyterian pastors. Sarah 
graduated from Columbia Theological Seminary in May, and has accepted 
a position as the designated associate pastor for youth and young adults 
at Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church in Dallas. Thus, Sarah is finally 
within driving distance to KC- fact her entire family celebrated.

In Sarah’s words, “I would not be who I am without Village. This church 
has loved me unconditionally, encouraged me endlessly, and supported throughout my time 
in seminary. I learned how to sing in the youth choir, I learned how to be a leader in the youth 
group, I learned how to pray in these pews, and I learned what the community of saints looks 
like from this church. There is simply no other place I would want to be ordained than at Village 
Presbyterian Church, for Village will always be home.”

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
ADULTING WITH JESUS – 6:30 p.m. Thursday nights at rotating locations - check the Village Church 
website for a list of places and dates. This fall we’ll be looking at some of our most common young adult 
questions, but from a Christian perspective. All invited. Pizza provided. 

YOUNG ADULT US/MEXICO BORDER TRIP – Spend three days exploring life on our southernmost border 
with Frotera de Cristo, a PC(USA) ministry in Douglas, Ariz. and Agua Prieta, Mexico. All young adults are 
welcome. Nov. 10-13. Price is $450. To reserve a spot, email becky.bliss@villagepres.org.

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Join us for any of our weekly activities – all are welcome regardless of previous Village attendance and no 
sign-up is required. Check villagepresyouth.org for more details. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL (middle school and high school) – 9:30-10:30 a.m. in the Youth Loft (Room 333).

SNL (high school youth group) – Sundays, 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Youth Loft (Room 333).

TWOSDAYS (middle school after school program) – Tuesdays, 4-5:30 p.m. in the Youth Loft (Room 333).

GPS (middle school youth group) – Wednesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. in the Youth Loft (Room 333).

EARLY TABLE (morning devotional for high schoolers-with food!) – Thursdays, 7:30-8:15 a.m. at Zach and 
Meredith’s house at 5401 W. 77th St., Prairie Village.

TRIPS – Registration is now open for our annual January Ski Trip and the Spring Break Mission Trip to the 
Dominican Republic! Come pick up a form in the Youth Loft or find them online at the address above.



Sept. 10 Mary and the Hour
Sept. 17 Satan and the Unending Questions
Sept. 24 Joseph: When Righteousness Doesn’t Come Easily
Oct. 1 Making a Name for Ourselves
Oct. 8 John the Baptist and Disappointment
Oct. 15 A Canaanite Woman, Dogs and Gentiles in General

SERMON SERIES

Streaming video of all the Sunday morning Sanctuary services is available at villagepres.org. 
Click the home page link “Live Sermon and Sermon Archives.”

The Sanctuary worship service is broadcast live at 8 a.m. on 1660 AM KMBZ, The Business Channel.
 

We kindly request that cell phones be turned off during worship.
Please note that additional parking is available across Mission Road in the Prairie School parking lots.

If you are not taking your bulletin with you, please hand it to an usher so it may be recycled.

MINISTERS
All members of the congregation

MINISTRY TEAM
Rev. Thomas L. Are, Jr., senior pastor � Dr. Elisa Bickers, principal organist 

Will Breytspraak, director of music � Rev. Len Carrell, pastor of pastoral care 
Rev. Hallie Hottle, pastor of young adult ministry and bridge site pastor of Village on Antioch

Marjean Lindquist, director of child care � Kathy Lueckert, director of finance and administration
Rev. Jenny McDevitt, pastor of pastoral care �Dr. Rodger Nishioka, senior associate

Matthew C. Shepard, associate director of music �Molly Sirridge, director of stewardship and endowments
Rev. Zach Walker, pastor of youth ministries �Deborah White, director of mission

Cindy A. Wilcox, director of connectional ministries � Ellen Wootton, interim director of children and family ministry 
� Rev. Dr. Robert H. Meneilly, pastor emeritus

It Takes a Village
We sometimes assume that Jesus, by the time he was old enough to talk, was fully aware that he was 
the Christ and knew just how to live as God’s son in human history. But there are moments in the 
Gospel story when Jesus encountered others who seemed to teach him who he was or at least how 
to live as God’s son. It’s not too much to say that in some of these encounters Jesus learned how to 
be Jesus. There is not a one of us who comes to a life of faith and faithfulness without the mentoring 
of others. That seems to be true for Jesus as well. Perhaps we can learn from those who taught him.


