


Vision Statement

A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR, TOM ARE, JR.

The Village Presbyterian Church Endowment Trust is a separate nonprofit organization, established by the Session and 
managed by a board of directors, to ensure extraordinary mission and ministries for Village Church today and in perpetuity. 
It provides enrichment for the Church’s work today and financial security for future needs.

Dear Village Church Family,

Gifts to our Endowment Trust are gifts that keep 
on giving! Thanks to generous gifts from Village 
members like you and strong investment returns, 
our Endowment Trust vigorously enhances the life 
of Village Church today and for many tomorrows to 
come. Because the Endowment generally distributes 
only income from the Trust, your gift is a long-term 
investment in Village. For example, a gift of $1,000 
could generate income of $50 each year. That $50 
is used to make grants while the $1,000 gifts stay 
intact to generate more income. Your gift could 
provide a $50 grant each and every year through your 
grandchild’s generation and beyond. Each Endowment 
Trust gift touches lives now — and will keep on 
touching lives for years to come.  

And, what an impact our Endowment makes — 
$1,022,262 in 2018 grants! As you read these pages, 
notice how the Endowment Trust extends Village’s 
impact on our church and our community. In 2018, 
the Endowment Trust increased the Village operating 
budget by contributing $887,386 (14% of the budget) 
— used for mission and children and youth and for 
the life of this church. In addition, Endowment Legacy 
Funds (funds where you can contribute for specific 
purposes such as Food Pantry, Mission, Children, 
Music) provided grants totally $134,876 to reach out 
into our community through support of our signature 

mission project Thelma’s 
Kitchen, a community 
discussion on gun violence, 
music concerts, our Food 
Pantry and more.

Thank you for all that you 
do to support the ministry 
of Village Church. We 
hope this report will inform 
and inspire you. We invite 
you to become part of the 
Endowment Trust — to invest 
in the ministry of Village now 
and for years to come.

A LETTER FROM BOARD CHAIR, JUDY FRAME

Dear Village Family,

What a year!  Ministry 
at Village has been 
missional and magnetic. 
We have celebrated 
relationships and been 
bold in service. We said 
farewell to several friends, 
including the Rev. Jenny 
McDevitt, Sally Porter 
and Marianne Weber. We 
joyfully ordained Rev. Dr. 
Rodger Nishioka as senior 
associate and installed 
Rev. Dr. Brandon Frick 
as site pastor at Antioch.  
We had three women of our church family enrolled 
as candidates for ministry (seminary work almost 
completed!) We sent a group to Kenya, another group 
to Haiti, several groups to the Dominican Republic 
and a group to the Mexico Border.  We had a visit 
from “Big Sonia,” and Dr. Serene Jones. We launched 
the Village Players, built a choir at Antioch, supported 
Thelma’s Kitchen, and welcomed 48 members of the 
confirmation class. We built a community building 
for the Presbyterian Church in Kenya. We hosted 
important conversations, including a conversation on 
gun violence. The Session approved a new Strategic 
Framework. In other words, it was just another 
year of Village being Village. 

These and other moments of ministry are 
recorded in this annual report. I hope you read 
it with gratitude and inspiration. I don’t know 
everything that will happen in 2019. I can only 
imagine what God will do through Village in 2029 
or 2099 (when Village is 150!) But I know this: 
ministry at Village will be missional and magnetic. 
I also know that the Endowment Trust will be 
increasing the reach of our ministry in every year 
to come. I invite you to join me in being a part of 
Village today and everyday through the Village 
Church Endowment Trust. 



Celebrate someone’s special occasion by honoring them with a 
gift to the Endowment Trust. Remember the life of a loved one by 
giving a gift in their memory. A special card and message will be 
sent to the person you designate.

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Beginning Fund Balance $19,183,835 $19,869,296 $18,891,386 $19,694,842 $22,538,317

Contributions $77,319 $407,972 $279,613 $398,487 $505,050

Gains on Investments  $1,367,307  ($256,286) $1,451,006 $3,413,747 ($1,223,925)

Grants $734,806 $812,888 $904,056 $933,549 ($977,508)

Operating Expense $24,359  $10,150    $23,107      $35,210 ($30,591)

Ending Fund Balance $19,869,296 $18,891,386 $19,694,842 $22,538,317 $20,811,343

Respond to God’s love by ensuring the future of Village 
Church with a legacy gift. Consider remembering Village 
Presbyterian Church Endowment Trust in your estate 
plan. Charitable bequests can include cash, securities, life 
insurance, bonds and stock, real estate or retirement plans.

When you remember Village Presbyterian Church 
Endowment Trust in your estate plan, you become a member 
of the Meneilly Legacy Society

We encourage you to meet with your financial planner or 
attorney to discuss how these options can best affect you 
and Village Church.

PLANNED GIFTS

TRIBUTE GIFTS

2018 ENDOWMENT TRUST AUDITED FINANCIALS

The Village Presbyterian Church Endowment Trust raises and manages funds to enrich the Church’s mission and 
ministries. It also supplements our annual budget. The Endowment Trust touches so many lives within our church, 
our community and our world today and leaves a legacy for future generations.

You can be a part of keeping the Endowment Trust strong and vibrant.

Strengthen the Endowment Trust
YOU CAN HELP KEEP THE ENDOWMENT TRUST STRONG

“We have always placed Village Church as a high priority in our giving. The ministry of Village has enriched 
our lives beyond measure. By remembering the Endowment Trust as a beneficiary of our life insurance 
policy, we are able to leave a legacy gift that will help continue this vital ministry in perpetuity.” 
           Bud and Judy Cooper 



Thanks to your generous gifts and those that came before us, your Endowment Trust provided significant grants in 
2018 to benefit many in our church, in surrounding areas and internationally. The general endowment fund provided 
$872,386 in support to the church’s annual operating budget and an additional $112,953 was funded through ten 
Legacy Fund grants.

Highlighted below are the special ministries and programs that were made possible through grants from the  
Legacy Funds.

For more than 30 years, Reconciliation Services has 
worked to cultivate a community seeking reconciliation, 
to transform Troost Avenue from a dividing line into a 
gathering place, revealing the strength of all.

After several years of listening to their neighbors and 
surveying community needs, Reconciliation Services 
launched Kansas City’s first Donate-What-You-Can café, 
also known as Thelma’s Kitchen. The serving of healthy 
and wholesome food and the unique way that pricing, 
volunteers and resources are managed distinguishes this 
café from any other. Instead of sitting alone, guests sit 
at common tables, breaking down social, 
racial and economic barriers, allowing for 
conversation and community.

The generous gift they received from the 
Least of These Legacy Fund, along with other 
church funds, provided needed food and 
supplies for the pivotal first start-up year as 
well as remodel costs of the café.

Endowment Trust Legacy Funds

LEAST OF THESE – RECONCILIATION SERVICES, THELMA’S KITCHEN

 Paul Brooks has been on 
dialysis for five years. After four 

hours of dialysis, Paul has little energy to cook 
himself a meal. Since Thelma’s Kitchen has opened, 
Paul eats lunch there five days a week. When he has 
the strength, he donates his time as a volunteer to help 
pay for his lunch. His doctor was delighted after his last 
round of tests showed big improvements. Paul told him 
it was because of the healthy meals he eats each day at 
Thelma’s Kitchen. 

As a candidate for a kidney transplant, Paul was waiting 
to hear when he could begin the process. As he waited, 
his phone stopped working. He told Father Turbo about 
it. Immediately, Father Turbo got Paul’s phone working 
and not two hours later, Saint Luke’s Hospital called and 
scheduled appointments for Paul to begin the process 
toward a kidney transplant. Paul is so grateful, “If I had 
missed that call from Saint Luke’s it would have been a 
big setback of when I would be eligible for a new kidney.”  



Concerned about the continuing rise of gun violence in 
the Kansas City area and the nation, the Social Witness & 
Advocacy Task Force held a forum on preventing gun violence 
titled, “Guns to Grace – A Hope Filled Dialogue.” The dialogue 
featured three presenters: a law professor, a sociology 
professor and the Rev. Tom Are, senior pastor. Seven breakout 
sessions followed on topics including: how to talk with persons 
with whom you disagree, how students are working to prevent 
school shootings and how to comfort children in the midst of 
gun violence.

A permanent Village Church heritage timeline and display case 
has been created in the Heritage Room. For new members 
and visitors, the Heritage Room will be a central location 
showing the history of the church and the faithfulness of its 
leaders and members.

Two legacy funds were 
used to support Village on 
Antioch operating expenses 
as the new congregation 
becomes established. 
As the number of new 
members worshiping 
at Village on Antioch 
increases, the need for 
more resources to expand 
our ministry and programs 
are necessary.

FIRST DECISION LEGACY FUND & MISSION LEGACY FUND

Endowment Trust Legacy Funds
ADULT LEGACY FUND 

FACILITIES LEGACY FUND 

Village on Antioch received funds to upgrade their 
audio-visual system. This project included installing 
new projectors and screens, replacing their old and 
nonfunctional equipment. The new equipment now 
provides a better viewing experience for the growing 
congregation at Village on Antioch.



FOOD PANTRY LEGACY FUND

MUSIC LEGACY FUND

Endowment Trust Legacy Funds

The Music Legacy Fund allowed Music Ministry to offer 
special concerts for the community, from children to adults. 
In addition to paying performers for the Tidings of Joy 
concert and the monthly second Thursday Recital Series, 
hospitality was expanded to include light refreshments at 
concerts, helping attendees be more in community with  
one another.

The Village Church Food Pantry consistently offers a wide 
variety of nutritious foods needed by families and senior 
citizens to minimize the food insecurity and poor nutrition 
associated with living in poverty. The grant enabled the 
Pantry to purchase healthy food from their retail partners. 

New Sunday school curriculum for the infants through sixth 
grade has been selected to replace the outdated curriculum. 
The new curriculum, Sparkhouse Frolic and Whirl, is 
developmentally appropriate and Bible-centered with life 
application and a user-friendly approach for teachers.

The Youth of Village Church took part in “Be the Church 
Service Night” and requested funds from the Endowment 
Trust to fund two projects. Supplies were needed for making 
sack lunches to donate to Union Gospel Mission and Sole 
Hope which provides shoes to children in Uganda to help 
prevent foot parasites.

CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY LEGACY FUND



In 2012, the Endowment Trust introduced the Meneilly Legacy Society. The society honors members and friends who, 
through their estate planning or other means of deferred financial support, have chosen to remember and support the 
future of Village Presbyterian Church.

These generous gifts ensure a bright future for our Church. If you have included Village Church in your estate plan, please 
contact Molly Sirridge.
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Janet and Tom Curtis
Beth and Terry Dahl
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MENEILLY SOCIETY MEMBERS INCLUDE:

Meneilly Society



VILLAGE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ENDOWMENT TRUST 
6641 Mission Road, Prairie Village, KS 66208 

913-671-2325 • villagepres.org

The Village Presbyterian Endowment Trust Board invites you to consider 
making a gift to our Endowment Trust and encourages anyone with questions 
to please reach out to them. You may also reach out to Molly Sirridge, director 
of Endowment Trust, at molly.sirridge@villagepres.org or 913-671-2325.

The Endowment Trust Board of Directors is proud to serve you and Village Church as your elected 
stewards of this important financial asset.

Board of Directors

Judy Frame, Chair
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Allen Jones
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Terrie Huntington

Bruce McClelland

Jim Stowers

Diane Johnson

Andrew Nazar


