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Dear Village Family,  

In the year of COVID-19, it may be hard to remember anything that has gone before us.  
But everywhere we looked there were signs of the faithfulness of God. The community was 
vibrant and magnetic, whether that was the compassion extended by Stephen Ministers, 
to fellowship shared by Presbyterian Women, or Mission Trips taken by our youth, or meals 
shared at our Wednesday Family Dinners. We endeavored to grow in our faith in classes 
taught by Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka or lessons energetically learned at Lighthouse, or 
inspiration offered by the variety of choirs at both VOM and VOA. Our mission touched 
many lives through the Food Pantry and Front Porch Alliance, through the outreach of 
Village on Antioch and the mission trips taken to the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Twake and the US/Mexico Border. 
The signature Mission in 2019 was Avenue of Life. Village on Antioch marked its second anniversary, Village Players 
grew in their offerings, we added solar panels to the Meneilly Center and engaged in a sermon series as well as 
conversation groups to better understand systemic racism. These are just a few of the moments that made 2019 a 
wonderful year at Village.  

You will find these and others recounted in this Annual Report. The Apostle Paul often began his letters offering a 
prayer of thanksgiving for the church. I can appreciate that, as I give thanks to God for you on a daily basis. It’s good 
to remember these experiences of God’s faithfulness, because remembering what God has done increases our 
expectations for what God will continue to do through us. I thank you and all who have gone before who are a part 
of the Endowment Trust, for the Village Church Endowment Trust this year and every year to come supports faithful 
witness to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  

Shalom, 
Rev. Tom Are, Jr. 
Senior Pastor
Village Presbyterian Church

Dear Village Church Family, 

I hope this letter finds you all well as we navigate the changing dynamics caused by 
COVID-19. As with seemingly all things, this year has started with lots of big plans for in 
person meetings and events, but those all had to be changed.  Given the difficulties COVID 
has presented, I have been continually impressed with efforts by the Church leadership, 
personnel and the Board to deal with these challenges. There are numerous examples, but 
two of my favorites are the online learning opportunities and my children love seeing their 
friends on Sunday morning online with the children’s message during the online service.

The Village Church Endowment Trust remains strong and well managed by the Board. The Trust provided over 
$23,000 to the 2019 Signature Mission for Avenue of Life Unaccompanied Homeless Youth House.  In 2020, the 
Endowment Trust is slated to provide over $900,000 to the general operating fund of the Church. 

You will find these and others recounted in this Annual Report. I thank you and all who have gone before who are 
a part of the Endowment Trust, for the Village Church Endowment Trust this year and every year to come supports 
its work. We hope you find this report to be informative and inspirational when you see the impact that your 
Endowment Trust has had on our Church and the lives in our community. Thank you for your continued support and 
thank you or all that you do to make our Church and our community a stronger and more vibrant benefit to all.   

Andrew Nazar  
Board Chair 
Village Presbyterian Church Endowment Trust

ABOUT THE VILLAGE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ENDOWMENT TRUST  

The Endowment Trust enriches the mission and ministries of Village Presbyterian Church, ensuring its 
exemplary service now and towards God’s promised day.  The Endowment Trust provides for mission and 
ministry beyond what is possible through the Church’s annual operating budget alone. The Trust affords Village 
Presbyterian Church the opportunity to undertake effective strategic planning, align congregational priorities 
and coordinate fundraising efforts.  It does not replace or conflict with annual Giving activities but ensures 
excellence in the church’s ordinary business and security for its future. 

ENDOWMENT TRUST LEGACY FUNDS 

In addition to the General Endowment Fund which supports the annual budget of Village Presbyterian Church 
there are designated Legacy Funds if you would like your gift to go for a specific area of ministry. The 

Endowment Legacy Funds are: 

TRIBUTE GIFTS 

Tribute gifts not only provide the Village Presbyterian Church with a strong financial future, they allow your gift to 
honor a special person or event in your life. Gifts can be given to celebrate the memory of a loved one, celebrate 
a birthday, celebrate a baptism, celebrate life. If you wish, you can designate your gift to go to the Endowment 
Trust’s general fund or one of 10 Legacy Funds. We will be glad to acknowledge your gift to whomever you 
designate. Your gift can be made online at www.villagepres.org/tribute-gifts or simply mail a check to Bob Sperry, 
director of Giving and Endowment, at the Church.   

THE MENEILLY SOCIETY 

The Meneilly Society (named for our founding pastor, Reverend Dr. Robert H. Meneilly) recognizes an individual 
or couple who have named the Village Presbyterian Church Endowment Trust as a beneficiary in their will, trust, 
life insurance policy or through another estate-related gift plan. These generous gifts ensure a bright future 
for Village Presbyterian Church as we continue to serve our congregation, community and the world well into 
the future. If you have or wish to include Village Presbyterian Church in your estate plan, please call Bob Sperry, 
director of Giving and Endowment, at 913-671-2325. 

• Mission Legacy Fund provides opportunities to compassionately help our sisters 
and brothers locally, nationally and internationally. 

• Adult Legacy Fund supports programs that keep adults active in mind, body 
and spirit. 

• Children and Youth Legacy Fund funds programs for children and teens to 
learn and grow in their Christian faith. 

• Facilities Legacy Fund helps to provide places where we can come together in 
prayer and celebration. 

• Music and Worship Legacy Fund enables special opportunities to express 
faith through music. 

• Seminar Legacy Fund assists with opportunities to learn, grown in faith and 
build a stronger relationship with God and one another. This grant supports the 
Meneilly Conference. 

• Food Pantry Legacy Fund provides funds to further food assistance through 
the Village Church Food Pantry. 

• First Decision Legacy Fund provides annual grants to help establish new 
congregations, build new churches and support internships to prepare 
seminarians for their first ministry call through service in an existing congregation. 

• Least of These Legacy Fund awards grants to local charitable organizations, 
enabling them to advance their mission to higher levels. 

• Youth Mission Trip Scholarship Legacy Fund awards grants to youth who 
want to go on a Village Church mission trip but cannot afford the full price.

2019 Endowment Trust Grant Supporting the 
Village Church Operating Budget

2019  Village Church Operating Budget
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