
May 15, 2022  •  9 and 11 a.m.

During our 11 a.m. service today we welcome this year’s Confirmation class. 
We thank them for writing our liturgy for today. Confirmation is both an 
individual work and a communal choice. Each confirmand chooses to 
respond to the grace of God. But the response to God’s grace is always 
one shared in community. Because Christian faith is something we live 
with one another, it is a journey that never ends.

Service of Worship

About Today's Service
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  Prelude Ciacona in E Minor 
by Dieterich Buxtehude; Dr. Elisa Bickers, organ

  Words of Welcome Rev. Tom Are, Jr.

  Introit God is Here (9 a.m.) 
by Glen Wonacott; More Love Chorale

He Came Down (11 a.m.) 
arr. Kevin Dolan; Village Voices & Youth Band

  Call to Worship Rev. Zach Walker (9 a.m.); Espie Lemon (11 a.m.)

We gather on this day to give praise to God. 
God who is Lord and loving of all people and all places.

Come, bless the Lord, all you people of God. 
We stand together in the house of the Lord!

Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good. 
We sing to glorify God’s graciousness and love!

Give thanks to the Lord. 
For God’s steadfast love endures forever!

*Hymn, No. 301 (v. 1, 2, 4) Let Us Build a House

*Prayer of Confession 

God who is Lord over all facets of life, 
We are a people who often, despite your commands, 
 use our gifts with our intentions rather than yours, 
 damage your creation without thought to consequence, 
 fail to adequately care for those suffering from illness, 
 and refuse to hear others’ viewpoints and beliefs with kindness. 
Forgive us. 
 We desire to use your gifts in concert with your will. 
 We seek to be active in caring for and protecting your creation. 
 We want to provide attention and ample care for those who need it. 
 We need to be more open to the opinions and viewpoints of others. 
We know you care for all aspects of our lives, 
 and we want to care about all aspects, too. (Silent prayer)



*Assurance of God's Grace

*Response Halle, Halle, Halle

Halle, halle, halle-lu-jah! 
Halle, halle, halle-lu-jah! 

Halle, halle, halle-lu-jah! Hallelujah! Hal-le-lu-jah!

*Passing the Peace of Christ

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
  Time with the Children Brooke Brundige

  Call to Prayer

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

 Welcoming the Confirmation Class (11 a.m.)

 Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
          Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
          and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
          and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Prayer for Illumination

  Scripture Luke 4:16-30 (pg. 936) 

  Sermon Should We Be Talking About This in Church? (The Politics of Jesus) 
Rev. Tom Are, Jr.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
*Hymn, No. 302 When Hands Reach Out and Fingers Trace

 Call for the Offering



 Offertory Anthem Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (9 a.m) 
arr. David Ashley White; More Love Chorale

Richte mich, Gott (11 a.m.) 
by Felix Mendelssohn; Village Choir

Judge me, O God, and lead my cause against all unholiness, 
and deliver me from the deceitful and malicious people! 
For you are the God of my strength. Why do you cast me away? 
Why do you let me be so sorrowful when my foe oppresses me?
Send your light and your truth, that they might lead me 
and bring me to your holy mountain and to your dwelling, 
that I might enter unto the altar of God, to the God who is my joy and my 
delight, and give thanks to you, my God, on the harp.
Why are you so troubled, my soul, and why are you so restless within me? 
Hope in God! For I will still give thanks to him, because he is the salvation 
of my countenance and my God. (Based on Psalm 43)

*Doxology Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures high and low. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise God, in Jesus fully known: 

Creator, Word and Spirit one. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn, No. 772 Live Into Hope

*Benediction

*Benediction Response

Let us build a house where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard and loved 

and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace; 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
all are welcome; all are welcome; all are welcome in this place.



*Postlude Awake, O Sleepers, Rise! 
arr. David M. Cherwein; Dr. Elisa Bickers, organ

*All who are able may stand 
© A-705103 for all hymns

WELCOME TO VILLAGE CHURCH
Whether this is your first time at Village, or you come so often you call it “home,” we are 
blessed that you are with us today. No matter where you are in your faith journey or life 
stage, no matter what questions or burdens you carry, Village takes seriously the call to be 
welcoming; we are glad you are here. Every Sunday we gather to read the old story, sing 
hymns (some of which our grandparents sang), while also through sermons and prayer we 
engage the world in which we live this minute. By connecting the story of our lives to the 
story of Christ’s life, we discover hope and even joy. 
If you are new to us, stick around after the service. Introduce yourself to one of our pastors. 
We have tons of programs to expand your spirit and enrich your life. We would love to tell 
you more. Give us a try; soon you also might also be calling this place “home.”

 

Rev. Tom Are, Jr. 
Senior Pastor

We welcome the Confirmation Class of 2022: Ellen Bowser, Addie Davis, Francie Garrison, 
Katie Hull, Helen Jones, Espie Lemon, Julia McCaffree, Miles McEachen, Ethan Meek, 
JP Nolen, Andrew Nottberg, Henry Pollock, Keira Schneider, Joseph Sowden, Lulu Stadler, 
Tyler Strongman, Elle Tollefson, Eve Tollefson, Ellesmere Torrance and Maggie Wright.
The Gathering – Join us for an alternative style of worship at Village Church offered 5 p.m. 
Sundays in Friendship Hall at our Mission Campus. Learn more at vpcthegathering.org.
Get Village Church news & updates – Sign up to receive the weekly eNews, Rev. Tom Are's 
weekly eNote and Daily Devotionals emails at villagepres.org/subscribe.
Follow us on Facebook @VillagePres  •  Follow us on Instagram @VillageChurchPV  
Subscribe to Village Pres Sermon Podcasts on your favorite podcast platform



ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Village Forum Adult Class – Taught by Dr. Trenton Smith, 10:30 a.m. today and Sunday, 
May 22, Rooms 126-127 and via Zoom. While it’s easy to attribute the War in Ukraine to the 
psychopathy and ego of Vladimir Putin, the reality is something much more complex. Join 
us as we look for answers about how this war began, why it is being fought now and what, if 
anything, could bring it to a close. Contact gus.breytspraak@ottawa.edu for the Zoom link.
Fall Village U Class Ideas Wanted – We will soon be planning our Fall 2022 Village U course 
catalog. Do you have an interesting idea for a class? Or do you know of someone who would like 
to teach a class? Contact laura.hobbs@villagepres.org with any course suggestions by June 30.

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY
Child care is available on the first floor during 9 a.m. & 5 p.m. services. Infants to 4-year-olds 
in Rooms 114, 111 and/or 106. Preschool Lighthouse – Ages 2-4 – Preschool and Pre-K ages 
meet on the first floor. Registration and sign-ins are located outside Room 106. Elementary 
Lighthouse – K-6th Grade – Elementary ages meet on the third floor. Registration and sign-ins 
are located outside Room 307.
Still Some Openings for Summer Camps & Programs - Join us for Family VBS (Vacation Bible 
School) at our Mission Campus. We'll meet from 6-7:30 p.m. Wednesdays, June 8, 15 and 22. 
Dinner will be provided for the whole family each Wednesday. Heartland's Traveling Day 
Camp at the Antioch Campus - For completed grades K-6, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. June 20-24. Music & 
Drama Camp is open to those who have completed Kindergarten through 5th grade and is 
from 1-4:30 p.m. June 26-30. Visit villagepres.org/kids-summer for more information and to 
sign up for summer camps & programs.
Village Church Child & Family Development Center (9900 Mission Road) is seeking child care 
providers for full-time and part-time positions. Hours and days vary between Monday-Friday, 
7 a.m.-6 p.m. Adults and teens are encouraged to apply. Contact Julie Jones at 913-671-2310 or 
julie.jones@villagepres.org if interested. Referrals welcome.

CONNECTIONAL MINISTRIES
Curbside Pickup Wednesday Family Meals – Order meals by noon Mondays at 
villagepres.org/wednesday-family-meals. The cost is $5 a meal. Curbside pickup is at the 
Mission Campus north entrance between 4:30 & 5:30 p.m. Wednesdays. Curbside meals end 
this Wednesday, May 18.
Village Church Night at the Royals – Join us at 7:10 p.m. Tuesday, June 7, as the Royals take 
on the Toronto Blue Jays. We’re going “old school” and catching a yellow bus from the south 
parking lot to Kauffman Stadium and back. The cost is $36 for a ticket and transportation. To 
reserve your seat in Section 110, contact Nancy at nancy.gatewood@villagepres.org or 913-
671-2331 by May 27.

MISSION
The Food Pantry's wishes this week are for canned vegetables. The clients like beans, carrots 
and corn - but they also like a variety of choices. Think outside the box—spinach, sauerkraut, 
tomatoes. etc. Summer has come upon us very quickly this year, and the Clothes Closet is 
asking for clean summer clothing for all ages, all sizes. As you change out your closets, think 
of donating to the Closet. Thank you.



MUSIC
Kansas City Chorale Concert with Organist Elisa Bickers - Join us for "God Save the King: 
Music of the British Coronation" at 7:30 p.m. Friday, May 20, in the Mission Campus Sanctuary. 
Experience the music once performed for the ceremonial crowning of the Kings and Queens 
of England in Westminster Abbey, including works by Handel, Purcell, Vaughan Williams, 
Holst and more! Get tickets at kcchorale.org.
Village Arts Alliance Presents: Concert Pianist Jihyun Oh - 1 p.m. Saturday, June 4, Ms. Jihyun 
Oh will play keyboard masterpieces of J.S. Bach in the Mission Campus Sanctuary. This free 
recital is a special chance to support and enjoy Jihyun, a UMKC student, before she heads 
abroad to compete in several European piano competitions this summer. 
Concert with Piano Virtuoso Frederick Hodges - Join us for "Syncopated Piano Masterpieces 
of the Jazz Age: The Kansas City Connection" at 3 p.m. Sunday, June 5, Mission Campus 
Sanctuary. The concert is sponsored by Kansas City Ragtime and Beyond, Westport Historical 
Society and Village Presbyterian Church. Tickets are $20 at the door; Children under 16 free.

PASTORAL CARE
Bring a Meal, Bring Comfort - It’s easy to help those who have gotten home from the 
hospital, had a baby or are dealing with a health challenge by bringing a meal. The Helping 
Hands ministry has volunteers who bring a meal when there is a need. A meal train is sent 
out to all volunteers—you sign up for a date that works best for you. Consider being an angel 
to others! Contact Linda Alley at linda.alley@villagepres.org or 913-671-2327.
Stephen Ministry is Here for You – Stephen Ministers are trained Village Church members 
who listen, encourage and provide emotional and spiritual support during a tough time. 
Care is private, confidential and at no cost. Visit villagepres.org/stephen-ministry to learn 
more, or contact Rev. Melanie Hardison at 913-671-2367 or melanie.hardison@villagepres.org.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
Spring Theology Thursdays: Finding Good News – 6-7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 19, in the Young 
Adult Activity Room. Come and join us for conversation, prayer and pizza as we look for the 
good news in these difficult days. Sign up at villagepresya.org.
Parents Night – 5:30-7 p.m. Wednesday, May 25, in the Young Adult Activity Room. Young 
adults with kiddos—come for dinner all together, then kids will go to childcare as we gather 
to connect and discuss faith and parenthood. Sign up at villagepresya.org.

YOUTH MINISTRY
Youth Week – June 5-9 we’re kicking off the summer with fun activities every day open to all 
7-12th graders! Sign up at villagepresyouth.org/summer.
Sign Up for Summer Trips – Sign up for our summer trips at villagepresyouth.org/trips.
Summer Programs – Weekly summer programs for middle and high schoolers begin June 12. 
Find out the details at villagepresyouth.org/summer.

Tell Me More About This Church
If you would like to hear more about Village Church, Rev. Tom Are, Jr. is leading a conversation 
from 6-8 p.m. this Tuesday, May 17, in Friendship Hall. He will answer questions about our 
teachings, practices, our mission commitments, or anything you want to know.
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CURRENT SERMON SERIES

I Have a Question...
Life raises questions. Sometimes it raises questions that require a response from our faith. The 
teaching of the faith raises questions as well. Sometimes it requires that we ponder how the faith 
relates to the demands of ordinary life. Each Sunday, we bring such questions to worship. Each 
Sunday from May 8-July 10, the sermons will speak to many of the questions you have raised. Does 
prayer work? Can we love our enemies? Why do bad things happen to good people? How do we 
deal with all the divisions in our world? It is hoped that these messages will spur your own thinking 
about how you respond to questions such as these.

May 8 What are the Four Things? (What Do We Tell Our Children?)
May 15 Should We Be Talking About This In Church? (The Politics of Jesus)
May 22 Innocent Suffering: I Have No Answers, but I Do Have Responses
May 29 Love Will Win
June 5 Teach Us To Pray
June 12 Can Prayer Change God's Mind?

Large print bulletins are available in the Narthex. Ask an usher to bring you one.
Streaming video of Sunday services is available at villagepres.org/online. 

You may call in to listen to a week-delayed broadcast of our Sanctuary service on our worship service 
phone line: 913-203-1301. You can opt-in to be called automatically at 9:30 a.m. Sundays.

We kindly request that cell phones be turned off during worship

MINISTERS
All members of the congregation

MINISTRY TEAM
Rev. Tom Are, Jr., senior pastor • Dr. Elisa Bickers, principal organist 

Will Breytspraak, director of music • Brooke Brundige, director of children and family ministry
Laura Davis, director of marketing and communications 

Nancy Gatewood, interim director of connectional ministries
Rev. Melanie Hardison, pastor of pastoral care • Rev. Hallie Hottle, pastor of young adult ministry
Dr. Joshua Maize, associate director of music • Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka, senior associate pastor

Robert Rumold, director of information technology • Bob Sperry, director of giving and endowment 
Sandra Stephens, director of child care • Jim Tilden, senior director of business operations

Rev. Zach Walker, pastor of youth ministries • Deborah White, director of mission
Rev. Sally S. Wright, pastor of pastoral care • Rev. Dr. Robert H. Meneilly, founding pastor, 1947-1994


