
For one who makes a living fishing, the best day is the 
day you catch a fish as big as a boat, or the day you 
catch a boatload of fish. For Peter, the latter occurred. 
But it turned out to be anything but his best day.

About Today's Service

March 5, 2023  •  9 and 11 a.m.

Service of Worship
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Prelude What Wondrous Love is This
by Duane Funderburk; Village Players

Words of Welcome Rev. Tom Are, Jr.
Introit Pavane for String Quartet (9 a.m.)

by Gabriel Fauré 
Adagio élégiaque for Two Violins (11 a.m.)

by F. Hans
Call To Worship Rev. Sally S. Wright

God called for light and for lightning bugs, 
 for stars and starfish,
and it was good. 
The prophets called for justice, kindness and to walk humbly,
and that was difficult. 
Jesus called to come and follow.
And they dropped their nets and found new life.
Now that holy voice calls us all,
so let us follow, for even when it is difficult, it is also good.

*Hymn, No. 432 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord
*Prayer of Confession

Merciful God,
you have been with us in every moment this week. 
You have sustained our breath, and have been attentive to our every thought. 
Yet, only now, do we recognize how little we have thought of you. 
We are sorry and a bit embarrassed. We are paying attention now. 
We hope we will continue to pay attention. (Silent prayer)

*Assurance of God's Grace
*Response
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TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: Thomas Pavlechko, 2006
Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION (Pavlechko)

Amen 574

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: Thomas Pavlechko, 2006
Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

AMEN (Pavlechko)

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: J. Christopher Pardini, 2005
Music © 2011 Birnamwood Publications (a div. of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.)

KYRIE ELEISON (Pardini)
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*Passing the Peace of Christ

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
  Time with the Children 
  Call to Prayer Sarabande from Partita No. 2 in D minor for Solo Violin
 by J. S. Bach 
  Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Anthem Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service (Beach Spring)
arr. Stan Pethel

  Prayer for Illumination Elder Julie Foster (9 a.m.); Elder Jennifer Dierks (11 a.m.) 

  Scripture Luke 5:1-11 (pg. 937)

  Sermon                   When the Best of Times Are the Worst of Times  Rev. Tom Are, Jr.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
  *Affirmation of Faith

Hope in God gives us courage for the struggle. 
The people of God have sometimes misused God’s promises
as excuses for doing nothing about present evils.
But in Christ the new world has already broken in,    
 and the old can no longer be tolerated. 
We know our efforts cannot bring God’s promised day.
But hope plunges us into the struggle
 for victories over evil that are possible now. 
Hope gives us courage and energy
 to contend against all opposition toward God
 in us and in the world,
 to live toward God’s promised day.
Jesus is Lord!
He has been Lord from the beginning.
He will be Lord at the end. 
Even now he is Lord.

*Hymn, No. 751 (1,2,5,6) From the Nets of Our Labor



  Call for the Offering 
  Offertory Anthem Adagio for Woodwind Trio (9 a.m.)

by W. A. Mozart
Scherzo from Hausmusik Duet No. 2 for Violin and Clarinet, Opus 26b (11 a.m.)

by W. A. Mozart
*Sung Response

Praise God throughout these forty days;
Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise;

And praise the Spirit who imparts 
God’s love in Christ into our hearts. Amen.

  Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn, No. 771  What is the World Like

v. 1 - Solo
v. 2 - Low Voices (tenor and bass)
v. 3 - All Voices
v. 4 - High Voices (soprano and alto)
v. 5 - All Voices

*Benediction
*Benediction Response God Be In My Head

by John Rutter; Village Choir
 *Postlude Sara vero o mio sole 
 by Valerie Bona, arr. W. Jonathan Gresham
*All who are able may stand 
© A-705103 for all hymns

VILLAGE PLAYERS
Erika Kauffman, flute; Anne Sneller, oboe; Amy Jantz, clarinet; Bob Coleman, alto 
saxophone; Stan Chappell, trumpet; Wayne Bates, trumpet; Brady Hull, youth trumpet; 
Destiny Ann Mermagen, violin; Bruce Williams, violin; Reagan Solenberger, youth violin; 
Lynda Kreienheder, viola; Jenny Hull, cello; and Will Breytspraak, piano.

Giving – You may give to Village Church at villagepres.org/giving or 
scan the QR code. 
Set up an automatic, recurring gift by contacting Bob Sperry at 
bob.sperry@villagpres.org or 913-671-2325.



WELCOME TO VILLAGE CHURCH
Whether this is your first time at Village, or you come so often you call it “home,” we are 
blessed that you are with us today. No matter where you are in your faith journey or life 
stage, no matter what questions or burdens you carry, Village takes seriously the call to be 
welcoming; we are glad you are here. Every Sunday we gather to read the old story, sing 
hymns (some of which our grandparents sang), while also engaging the world in which we 
live this minute through sermons and prayer. By connecting the story of our lives to the 
story of Christ’s life, we discover hope and even joy.
If you are new to us, stick around after the service. Introduce yourself to one of our pastors. 
We have tons of programs to expand your spirit and enrich your life. We would love to tell 
you more. Give us a try; soon you might also be calling this place “home.”
 

Rev. Tom Are, Jr. 
Co-Pastor

The Gathering – Join us for an alternative style of worship at Village Church offered 5 p.m. 
Sundays in Friendship Hall at our Mission Campus. Learn more at vpcthegathering.org.  
Get Village Church news & updates – Sign up to receive the weekly eNews, Rev. Tom Are, 
Jr. & Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka’s weekly eNote and Daily Devotionals emails at   
villagepres.org/subscribe.
Follow us on Facebook @villagepres – Follow us on Instagram @villagechurchpv
Subscribe to Village Pres Sermon Podcasts on Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, Spotify & Stitcher.

Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka 
Co-Pastor

Annual Congregational Meeting-Dinner/Potluck Brunch – This year an annual meeting will 
take place at both the Mission and the Antioch campuses. You are welcome to attend the 
meeting at either location. Rev. Tom Are, Jr. will lead the meeting at the Mission Campus 
and will provide a review of 2022 and plans for 2023. Upon recommendation of Session, the 
congregation will also be invited to call Alice Whitson as associate pastor for Media Ministry. 
The Session will present the budget for 2023. Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka will lead the meeting 
at the Antioch Campus.
Mission Campus – Dinner reservations are closed, but you are welcome to come and attend 
the meeting on Tuesday, March 14. The meeting should begin around 6:45 p.m. in Friendship Hall.  
Antioch Campus – The annual meeting begins with a potluck brunch in Fellowship Hall 
following the 9:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, March 26. No RSVP is required.

Grateful for You – In the past few weeks, you have responded generously to the Second 
Mile Pledge Drive as we faced a $177,000 shortfall in the 2023 budget. Thanks to you, we 
will not need to make cuts to personnel or mission. Rev. Tom Are said, "I thank you very 
much for the belief and commitment and participation that you share in the ministry of 
the church as we work to do the good that is ours to do."



ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Register for spring Village U Classes – Find the full course listings and register at 
villagepres.org/village-u-community-classes.
Connecting a Smart Device to a Smart TV – Dee Couch, 10-11:30 a.m. Saturday, March 18, and 
1-2:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 21, Tillotson Building Conference Room, 9960 Mission Road. 
Learn hands-on experience connecting a smartphone, laptop or computer to a smart TV or 
monitor for easier viewing. Registration is required; choose only one of the date options.
Building Beloved Community – 10 a.m. Saturday, March 25. Join us for a guided tour of the Black 
Archives of Mid-America followed by lunch (your cost) at nearby Soirée. The tour is free, but 
donations to the Black Archives are encouraged. We will depart from the Mission Campus south 
parking lot at 9:30 a.m.; carpooling is available. Contact Nancy Gatewood at nngatewood@gmail.com 
or 913-638-1922, by Friday, March 17, to register and for more information.

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY
Child Care is available on the first floor during the 9 a.m. service. Infants to 2-year-olds can 
be dropped off in Room 114. Preschool Lighthouse – Three-year-olds meet on the first floor 
in Room 107. Pre-K and 4-year-olds meet in Room 106. Registration and sign-ins are located 
outside Room 106. Elementary Lighthouse – K-6th Grade – All-Sing begins at 9 a.m. in Room 307. 
Registration and sign-ins are located outside of Room 307. Pick up for kids grades K-6 will 
be on the third floor. 
Next Sunday, March 12, is Family Worship Sunday. No Lighthouse. Children are encouraged to 
worship with their families.

FOOD PANTRY 
This week we’re asking for baking needs: small bags of flour, sugar (powdered, cane, brown), cake 
mixes, brownie mixes, vegetable oil, baking pans, cookie sheets, mixing bowls, wooden spoons, 
spatulas, etc. And some kitchen dish cloths and towels for the clean-up. Thank you! 

MISSION & ENGAGEMENT
Wednesday Family Dinners – Self-serve, buffet-style dinners in Friendship Hall at Mission 
Campus from 5-6 p.m. Dine in before your Village U class or take it home. Activities for kids. 
The cost is $9 for adults and $4 for children. Purchase online by noon Mondays at 
villagepres.org/wednesday-family-dinners or call Karen at 913-262-4200.
Volunteer Opportunity – Village Church sponsors three teams to deliver meals to 
homebound area residents each week, and each volunteer commits to one shift per month. 
Contact Leslie Conrad to learn more about Johnson County Home Delivered Meals and to 
sign up: conradleslie@aol.com or 913-341-2734.

MUSIC 
2nd Thursday Recital with Lee’s Summit West High School Choir “Una Voce” – 12:15 p.m. Thursday, 
March 9. Mission Campus Sanctuary. Come hear “Una Voce” chamber choir from Lee’s 
Summit West High School under the direction of Jacob Lowry. A “Meet the Artist” reception 
will follow. Free admission. 
Kansas City Chorale Concert – 7 p.m. Friday, March 10, Mission Campus Sanctuary. This 
Grammy Award-winning choir, under the direction of Charles Bruffy, will present Handel’s 
“Dixit Dominus” and Vivaldi’s “Gloria.” Tickets are available at the door and at kcchorale.org. 
Considering Matthew Shepard – 7:30 p.m. Friday, March 17, Mission Campus Sanctuary. A 
response to a tragic anti-gay hate crime presented by the UMKC and Village Choirs with 
conductor Dr. Jennaya Robison. Free admission.



PASTORAL CARE & COUNSELING 
Al Eidson is Our Guest Speaker on March 7 – Join us at this month’s Faith & Grief lunch gathering 
when Al Eidson shares his experiences with grief after losing his first wife, Dianne, to pancreatic 
cancer in 2010. Facilitated conversation follows at small tables, and a box lunch is served. Faith & 
Grief meets from noon-1 p.m. every first Tuesday of the month in Friendship Hall-Mission Campus. 
Register at faithandgrief.org/gatherings.
We Are Grateful for Your Easter Lily Donations – When you make a $15 donation in memory of a 
loved one, your gift honors that person and brightens a homebound member’s life with an Easter 
lily. Visit the shop.villagepres.org/pastoral-care-counseling or send the printed name(s) with a 
check for $15 per person to the Janice Gill, Village Presbyterian Church, 6641 Mission Rd., Prairie 
Village, KS 66208. Donations are accepted up through Easter Sunday, April 9. 
Speaking Of Easter Lilies… We would love your help delivering 225 Easter lilies throughout the 
greater Kansas City area to our homebound members. You choose a desired zip code, and we will 
assign you specific recipient(s). Come by the north entrance for curbside pick-up between 9-11 a.m. 
on Saturday, April 1. You have all of Holy Week to deliver the lily. To sign up, contact Linda Alley at  
913-671-2327 or linda.alley@villagepres.org.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Celebration of Faithful Women is April 1 – Register online at villagepres.org/PW. We will also 
have registration tables in Friendship Hall each Sunday through March 19. The cost, including 
brunch, is $20. You may request child care when you register. 
Women of Wisdom Lunch – Join us for lunch at noon Thursday, March 23. We'll meet at  
Ya Ya's Euro Bistro in Corbin Park, 7021 West 135th. RSVP by March 21 to Marvie Sneegas,  
sneegi@kc.rr.com or 913-209-9608.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY for people in their 20s & 30s 
Lenten Bible Study – 6-7:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 22, in the Young Adult Room. We’re 
journeying this Lent with Peter and Mary Magdalene, examining our own lives and how we’re 
called in this season. This series is available via email for those who can’t be with us in person. 
Sign up: VillagePresYA.org/lent

YOUTH MINISTRIES
See the list of all programs at villagepresyouth.org.

Lenten Daily Video Devotionals – The season of Lent is a time of prayer, contemplation 
and self-examination as we walk with Jesus toward the cross, but also toward resurrection 
and new life. Join us each day (Monday through Saturday now through April 8) for a short 
video devotional offered by our pastors and church leaders. Sign up to receive them in 
your email inbox each morning at villagepres.org/subscribe, or subscribe to our YouTube 
Channel, @villagepresbyterianchurch, where they will be added daily.

Next Sunday We Spring Forward – And return to Daylight Saving Time. Remember to 
set your clocks ahead one hour on Sunday, March 12.



MINISTERS
All members of the congregation

MINISTRY TEAM
Rev. Tom Are, Jr., co-pastor • Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka, co-pastor 

Dr. Elisa Bickers, principal organist • Rev. Dr. Dionne T. Boyice, director of mission & engagement 
Will Breytspraak, director of music • Brooke Brundige, director of children & family ministry 

Laura Davis, director of marketing & communications • Rev. Melanie Hardison, pastor of pastoral care
Rev. Hallie Hottle, pastor of young adult ministry • Dr. Joshua Maize, associate director of music

Robert Rumold, director of information technology • Bob Sperry, director of giving & endowment 
Sandra Stephens, director of child care • Jim Tilden, senior director of business operations

Rev. Zach Walker, pastor of youth ministries • Alice Whitson, director of media ministry
Rev. Sally S. Wright, pastor of pastoral care • Rev. Dr. Robert H. Meneilly, founding pastor, 1947-1994

Get a Life 
Walking in Peter’s Footsteps

Feb. 26-April 9 
This Lent, Rev. Tom Are, Jr. will journey with the Apostle Peter. Peter was the first disciple 
to be called and among the last to fall away. He had moments of brilliance as well as utter 
failure. Peter shows us that life is a gift which is both ordinary and a fathomless mystery. 
It can be as mundane as Monday, but it is also the space in which holiness shows up. The 
invitation of Jesus, to all he encountered, was to live a particular life. It is a life that God 
intends for us. Such a life is one that is centered in God and attentive to neighbor. Peter 
had the courage to follow this invitation, and he discovered that Jesus eventually gave his 
life that we all might get a life… a life that God intends for us.

Feb. 26 Where It All Begins  
March 5 When the Best of Times are the Worst of Times  
March 12 You Can’t Avoid Chaos    
March 19 Do We Ever Know Enough?  
March 26 This is What Grace Looks Like 
April 2 Palm Sunday 
April 9 Easter

Village Presbyterian Church • 6641 Mission Rd • Prairie Village, KS 66208 • 913-262-4200 • villagepres.org

Printed on paper from sustainably managed forests.

Large print bulletins are available in the Narthex. Ask an usher to bring you one.
Streaming video of Sunday services is available at villagepres.org/online. 

You may call in to listen to a week-delayed broadcast of our Sanctuary service on our worship service 
phone line: 913-203-1301. You can opt-in to be called automatically at 9:30 a.m. Sundays.

We kindly request that cell phones be turned off during worship.

LENTEN SERMON SERIES


