
Jesus invites his followers to “get a life,” as some 
folks might say these days. Jesus understands that 
life is a gift. It is a gift that is beautiful, but also 
broken at times. To embody life as Jesus does, 
some things will need to be left behind.

About Today's Service

February 26, 2023  •  9 and 11 a.m.

Service of Worship



GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER
Vol. 74    No. 9

Prelude Allegro and Fugue from Concerto in d minor, BWV 596
by J. S. Bach; Dr. Elisa Bickers, organ

Words of Welcome Rev. Tom Are, Jr.

Call To Worship Rev. Melanie Hardison

The journey of faith began with these words: Come and follow me.
They dropped their nets. 
They dropped their plans for the day. 
They left their lives behind. 
The journey of faith continues with these words: Come and follow me.

*Hymn, No. 409 (v. 1-3) God is Here!
*Prayer of Confession

Living God,
You are the source of all life and the reason for all hope.
We lift our voices in prayer because
 the world is a mess,
 and sometimes we are a mess.
Be merciful, we pray, 
and remind us of your love that calls us by name.
May it be your love that shapes our lives. (Silent prayer)

*Assurance of God's Grace
*Response
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: Thomas Pavlechko, 2006
Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION (Pavlechko)

Amen 574

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: Thomas Pavlechko, 2006
Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 

AMEN (Pavlechko)

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: J. Christopher Pardini, 2005
Music © 2011 Birnamwood Publications (a div. of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.)

KYRIE ELEISON (Pardini)
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*Passing the Peace of Christ



PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
  Anthem (9 a.m.) I am the Light

by Terry D. Taylor; Morning Stars Prelude Choir

  Time with the Children 

  Prayer for Illumination Elder Alison Patterson (9 a.m.)
 Elder Tedrick Housh (11 a.m.) 

  Scripture Mark 1:14-20 (pg. 910)

  Sermon                                          Where It All Begins  Rev. Tom Are, Jr.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
*Hymn, No. 726 Will You Come and Follow Me

  Call for the Offering 

  Offertory Anthem Meditation on “Thaxted” (9 a.m.)
by Daphnia Portier; Dr. Elisa Bickers, organ

Footsteps (11 a.m.)
by Craig Courtney; Alegría Choir

*Sung Response
Praise God throughout these forty days;

Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise;
And praise the Spirit who imparts 

God’s love in Christ into our hearts. Amen.

  Prayer of Dedication
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

 Invitation

 Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

 Give us this day our daily bread;
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

                  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.



 Words of Institution

 Sharing the Elements
  (At the indication of the pastor, we will all be invited to partake of the bread   
  together, giving visible expression to the unity we share as Christ’s body.   
  You are invited to partake of the cup as it is served to you.)

Communion Anthems Communion Song (9 a.m.)
Pat Messick; Morning Stars Hallelujah Choir

We Are One in Christ
by Gustav Holst; arr. James Chepponis; Village Choir

Prayer of Response

*Hymn, No. 170 You Walk Along Our Shoreline

*Benediction

*Benediction Response Share God's Love (9 a.m.)
by Mark Patterson; Morning Stars Hallelujah Choir

                        Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. (11 a.m.)
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.

In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

*Postlude Allegro Vivace from Concerto in d minor, BWV 596 
by J.S. Bach; Dr. Elisa Bickers, organ

*All who are able may stand 
© A-705103 for all hymns

ABOUT TODAY'S MUSIC
Today's organ prelude and postlude are excerpted from a piece that Bach composed 
based on a concerto that Antonio Vivaldi had already written for string orchestra. In each 
movement, one voice follows after another at a close distance—symbolic of our choice to 
follow Jesus' example as we live our lives.



WELCOME TO VILLAGE CHURCH
Whether this is your first time at Village, or you come so often you call it “home,” we are 
blessed that you are with us today. No matter where you are in your faith journey or life 
stage, no matter what questions or burdens you carry, Village takes seriously the call to be 
welcoming; we are glad you are here. Every Sunday we gather to read the old story, sing 
hymns (some of which our grandparents sang), while also engaging the world in which we 
live this minute through sermons and prayer. By connecting the story of our lives to the 
story of Christ’s life, we discover hope and even joy.
If you are new to us, stick around after the service. Introduce yourself to one of our pastors. 
We have tons of programs to expand your spirit and enrich your life. We would love to tell 
you more. Give us a try; soon you might also be calling this place “home.”
 

Rev. Tom Are, Jr. 
Co-Pastor

The Gathering – Join us for an alternative style of worship at Village Church offered 5 p.m. 
Sundays in Friendship Hall at our Mission Campus. Learn more at vpcthegathering.org.  
Get Village Church news & updates – Sign up to receive the weekly eNews, Rev. Tom Are, Jr. 
& Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka’s weekly eNote and Daily Devotionals emails at villagepres.org/
subscribe.
Follow us on Facebook @villagepres – Follow us on Instagram @villagechurchpv
Subscribe to Village Pres Sermon Podcasts on Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, Spotify & Stitcher.

Thank you to those who have already increased their 2023 financial commitment 
through the Second Mile pledge drive. If you’ve not already done so, you are 
invited to complete a Second Mile 2023 Pledge Card (available in the pew racks and 
Narthex) or online at villagepres.org/second-mile or simply call Bob Sperry, director 
of giving, at 913-671-2325. 

Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka 
Co-Pastor

Giving – You may give to Village Church at villagepres.org/giving or 
scan the QR code. 
Set up an automatic, recurring gift by contacting Bob Sperry at 
bob.sperry@villagpres.org or 913-671-2325.



ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Register for spring Village U Classes – Find the full course listings and register at 
villagepres.org/village-u-community-classes.
Joy Even on Your Worst Days – Taught by Rev. Tom Are, Jr., 6:30-8 p.m. Wednesdays, March 1-22, 
in Rooms 126 & 127. The most joyful writing in the New Testament is found in Paul’s letter to the 
Philippians. In this course we will focus on Paul’s wisdom regarding the practice of joy.
Meneilly Visiting Scholar, March 3 & 4 – 7 p.m. Friday, March 3, and 9 a.m. Saturday, March 4, in 
Friendship Hall-Mission Campus. Join us for the 2023 Visiting Scholar Lecture Series on “The Hope 
of Glory?: What is it? When is it? And Have We Got It All Wrong?” with Dr. Haley Jacob, associate 
professor of theology and theology department chair at Whitworth University. Register online at 
villagepres.org/visiting-scholar. 
Building Beloved Community – 10 a.m. Saturday, March 25. Join us for a guided tour of the Black 
Archives of Mid-America followed by lunch (your cost) at nearby Soirée. The tour is free, but 
donations to the Black Archives are encouraged. We will depart from the Mission Campus south 
parking lot at 9:30 a.m.; carpooling is available. Contact Nancy Gatewood at nngatewood@gmail.com 
or 913-638-1922, by Friday, March 17, to register and for more information.

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY
Child Care is available on the first floor during the 9 a.m. service. Infants to 2-year-olds can 
be dropped off in Room 114. Preschool Lighthouse – Three-year-olds meet on the first floor 
in Room 107. Pre-K and 4-year-olds meet in Room 106. Registration and sign-ins are located 
outside Room 106. Elementary Lighthouse – K-6th Grade – All-Sing begins at 9 a.m. in Room 307. 
Registration and sign-ins are located outside of Room 307. Pick up for kids grades K-6 will 
be on the third floor. 
Moms of Teens (MOTS) Starts March 1 – Do you know what helps when parenting a teen feels extra 
hard? Being surrounded by friends fighting the same battles! We’re starting a new group that meets 
at 6:30 p.m. on the first Wednesday of the month starting March 1 in Room 206 after Wednesday 
Family Dinner in Friendship Hall. Email brooke.brundige@villagepres.org with questions.  

FOOD PANTRY 
Thank You – We have received more than 1,100 cans of soup as well as over $1,000 in financial 
contributions from donations for "Souper Bowl" Sunday. This week we are asking for dental care 
items—toothbrushes, floss, toothpaste and lip care but please, no mouthwashes. The Clothes 
Closet is asking for gently used accessories: wallets, belts, purses, handbags, etc. 

MISSION & ENGAGEMENT
Wednesday Family Dinners – Self-serve, buffet-style dinners in Friendship Hall at Mission 
Campus from 5-6 p.m. Dine in before your Village U class or take it home. Activities for kids. 
The cost is $9 for adults and $4 for children. Purchase online by noon Mondays at 
villagepres.org/wednesday-family-dinners or call Karen at 913-262-4200.

MUSIC 
2nd Thursday Recital with Lee’s Summit West High School Choir “Una Voce” – 12:15 p.m. Thursday, 
March 9. Mission Campus Sanctuary. Come hear “Una Voce” chamber choir from Lee’s 
Summit West High School under the direction of Jacob Lowry. A “Meet the Artist” reception 
will follow. Free admission. 



Kansas City Chorale Concert – 7 p.m. Friday, March 10, Mission Campus Sanctuary. This 
Grammy Award-winning choir, under the direction of Charles Bruffy, will present Handel’s 
“Dixit Dominus” and Vivaldi’s “Gloria.” Tickets are available at the door and at kcchorale.org. 
Considering Matthew Shepard – 7:30 p.m. Friday, March 17, Mission Campus Sanctuary. A 
response to a tragic anti-gay hate crime presented by the UMKC and Village Choirs with 
conductor Dr. Jennaya Robison. Free admission.

PASTORAL CARE & COUNSELING 
Please Help Deliver An Easter Lily – We would love your help delivering Easter lilies to our 
homebound members! Choose a zip code you want, and we will assign you specific recipients. Come 
by the north entrance for curbside pick-up between 9-11 a.m. on Saturday, April 1. You have all of Holy 
Week to deliver the lily. To sign up, contact Linda Alley at 913-671-2327 or linda.alley@villagepres.org. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Celebration of Faithful Women: 10:30 a.m. April 1 – Register at villagepres.org/pw. There will 
also be registration tables at church beginning today in Friendship Hall. The cost, including 
brunch, is $20. You can request child care when you register.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY for people in their 20s & 30s 
For opportunities for connection in Lent, go to: VillagePresYA.org!

YOUTH MINISTRIES
See the list of all programs at villagepresyouth.org.

Annual Congregational Meeting-Dinner/Potluck Brunch – This year an annual meeting will 
take place at both the Mission and the Antioch campuses. You are welcome to attend the 
meeting at either location. Rev. Tom Are, Jr. will lead the meeting at the Mission Campus 
and will provide a review of 2022 and plans for 2023. Upon recommendation of Session, the 
congregation will also be invited to call Alice Whitson as associate pastor for Media Ministry. 
The Session will present the budget for 2023. Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka will lead the meeting 
at the Antioch Campus.
Mission Campus – The annual meeting follows dinner in Friendship Hall on Tuesday,  
March 14. Dinner begins at 6 p.m. If you plan to attend, contact Marsha Hansen no later than 
Wednesday, March 1, at 913-671-2341 or marsha.hansen@villagepres.org.  
Antioch Campus – The annual meeting begins with a potluck brunch in Fellowship Hall 
following the 9:30 a.m. worship service on Sunday, March 26. No RSVP is required.

Lenten Daily Video Devotionals – The season of Lent is a time of prayer, contemplation 
and self-examination as we walk with Jesus toward the cross, but also toward resurrection 
and new life. Join us each day (Monday through Saturday from Feb. 27 through April 8) 
for a short video devotional offered by our pastors and church leaders. Sign up to receive 
them in your email inbox each morning at villagepres.org/subscribe, or subscribe to our 
YouTube Channel, @villagepresbyterianchurch, where they will be added daily.



MINISTERS
All members of the congregation

MINISTRY TEAM
Rev. Tom Are, Jr., co-pastor • Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka, co-pastor 

Dr. Elisa Bickers, principal organist • Rev. Dr. Dionne T. Boyice, director of mission & engagement 
Will Breytspraak, director of music • Brooke Brundige, director of children & family ministry 

Laura Davis, director of marketing & communications • Rev. Melanie Hardison, pastor of pastoral care
Rev. Hallie Hottle, pastor of young adult ministry • Dr. Joshua Maize, associate director of music

Robert Rumold, director of information technology • Bob Sperry, director of giving & endowment 
Sandra Stephens, director of child care • Jim Tilden, senior director of business operations

Rev. Zach Walker, pastor of youth ministries • Alice Whitson, director of media ministry
Rev. Sally S. Wright, pastor of pastoral care • Rev. Dr. Robert H. Meneilly, founding pastor, 1947-1994

Get a Life 
Walking in Peter’s Footsteps

Feb. 26-April 9 
This Lent, Rev. Tom Are, Jr. will journey with the Apostle Peter. Peter was the first disciple 
to be called and among the last to fall away. He had moments of brilliance as well as utter 
failure. Peter shows us that life is a gift which is both ordinary and a fathomless mystery. 
It can be as mundane as Monday, but it is also the space in which holiness shows up. The 
invitation of Jesus, to all he encountered, was to live a particular life. It is a life that God 
intends for us. Such a life is one that is centered in God and attentive to neighbor. Peter 
had the courage to follow this invitation, and he discovered that Jesus eventually gave his 
life that we all might get a life… a life that God intends for us.

Feb. 26 Where It All Begins  
March 5 When the Best of Times are the Worst of Times  
March 12 You Can’t Avoid Chaos    
March 19 Do We Ever Know Enough?  
March 26 This is What Grace Looks Like 
April 2 Palm Sunday 
April 9 Easter

Village Presbyterian Church • 6641 Mission Rd • Prairie Village, KS 66208 • 913-262-4200 • villagepres.org

Printed on paper from sustainably managed forests.

Large print bulletins are available in the Narthex. Ask an usher to bring you one.
Streaming video of Sunday services is available at villagepres.org/online. 

You may call in to listen to a week-delayed broadcast of our Sanctuary service on our worship service 
phone line: 913-203-1301. You can opt-in to be called automatically at 9:30 a.m. Sundays.

We kindly request that cell phones be turned off during worship.

LENTEN SERMON SERIES


