
January 22, 2023  •  9 and 11 a.m.

Service of Worship

I am the 
Light of the World.

I am the 
Bread of Life.

Jesus said...

I am the
Good Shepherd.I am the Gate.
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Prelude Gather Us In 
arr. Jeffrey Honoré; Dr. Elisa Bickers, organ

Words of Welcome Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka

Call To Worship (Psalm 95) Rev. Tom Are, Jr.

O come, let us sing to the Lord; 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!

Let us come into God's presence with thanksgiving; 
let us make a joyful noise to God with songs of praise!
For the Lord is a great God and a great King above all gods.

In God's hand are the depths of the earth; 
the heights of the mountains are God's also.
The sea is God's, for God made it, 
and the dry land, which God's hands have formed.

O come, let us worship and bow down; 
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
For God is our God,

and we are the people of God's pasture and the sheep of God's hand.

*Hymn, No. 396 Brethren, We Have Met to Worship

*Prayer of Confession

Good Shepherd, 
You call each of us by name and we know your voice.  
Yet we confess that too often we ignore your call and follow other voices. 
We wander and stray from your ways like lost sheep.  
We follow our own desires. 
We are too easily distracted from your way.  
Forgive us, gracious God, and have mercy upon us.  
Draw us near to you and help us to follow as you lead us. (Silent prayer)



*Assurance of God's Grace

*Response
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

*Passing the Peace of Christ

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
  Time with the Children (9 a.m.)  

  Call to Prayer Quietly, Peacefully  
arr. Lori True

Quietly, peacefully let me rest in you. 
Quietly, peacefully lead me back to you.

  Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

  Prayer for Illumination Sarah Dornbusch (9 a.m.); Miram Frey (11 a.m.) 

  Scripture John 10:1-18 (pg. 977)

  Sermon          I am the Gate. I am the Good Shepherd. Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka

RESPONSE TO THE WORD
*Affirmation of Faith (Psalm 23)

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside the still waters; 
he restores my soul.



He leads me in the right paths for his name's sake. 
Even though I walk through the darkest valley,  
I fear no evil; 
for you are there with me; 
your rod and your staff— 
they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows.
Surely, goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
my whole life long.

*Hymn, No. 740 (please sing when invited) Lead Me, Guide Me

  Call for the Offering 

  Offertory My Shepherd Will Supply My Need (9 a.m.) 
arr. Mack Wilberg; Crystal Kimmel, flute; Anne Sneller, oboe; Village Choir

The King of Love My Shepherd Is (11 a.m.) 
by Robert Lee; More Love Chorale

*Sung Response
For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 

For the gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 

Silent growth while we are sleeping, 
Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, thanks be to God.

  Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn, No. 541 (v. 1-3) God Be with You Till We Meet Again

  Congregational Meeting (9 a.m.)

*Benediction (11 a.m.)



Congregational Meeting Today – The Session has called a Congregational Meeting 
to vote on its recommendation to change the terms of call for Rev. Tom Are, Jr. and 
Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka from senior pastor and senior associate pastor to co-pastors. 
The meeting will follow the 9 a.m. service in the Mission Campus Sanctuary and 
follow the 5 p.m. Gathering service. It will also follow the 9:30 a.m. morning worship 
service in the Antioch Campus Sanctuary.

The flowers in the Chancel today are given to the Glory of God in memory of Beth Conner 
by Ed & Susan Conner.

*Benediction Response (11 a.m.)

*Postlude (11 a.m.) I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 
 arr. Aaron David Miller; Dr. Elisa Bickers, organ

*All who are able may stand 
© A-705103 for all hymns

WELCOME TO VILLAGE CHURCH
Whether this is your first time at Village, or you come so often you call it “home,” we are 
blessed that you are with us today. No matter where you are in your faith journey or life 
stage, no matter what questions or burdens you carry, Village takes seriously the call to be 
welcoming; we are glad you are here. Every Sunday we gather to read the old story, sing 
hymns (some of which our grandparents sang), while also engaging the world in which we 
live this minute through sermons and prayer. By connecting the story of our lives to the 
story of Christ’s life, we discover hope and even joy.
If you are new to us, stick around after the service. Introduce yourself to one of our pastors. 
We have tons of programs to expand your spirit and enrich your life. We would love to tell 
you more. Give us a try; soon you might also be calling this place “home.”
 

Rev. Tom Are, Jr. 
Senior Pastor



ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Registration is Now Open for Spring Village U Classes – Find the full course listings and 
register at villagepres.org/village-u-community-classes.
Beauty in the Beast: Artist as Outcast - Taught by Dr. Ron Witzke, 6:30-7:45 p.m. Wednesdays, 
Jan. 25-Feb. 15, Room 127. Participants will read and study Chaim Potok’s novel, “My Name is 
Asher Lev,” exploring important contemporary themes embedded within the narrative. For 
example: Is the artistic imagination a Divine gift? Must one acknowledge beauty exists to 
have a fulfilling life? Who decides what is beautiful?
Study of Ephesians: Saved by Grace Through Faith - Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka, 6:30-8 p.m. 
Wednesdays, Feb. 1, 8, 15, Rooms 132 & 133. Ephesians is recognized as one of the more 
practical letters in the Bible.  The Apostle Paul encourages the new community of believers 
to live in unity as one in Jesus Christ. We will read through the six chapters together and 
explore what Ephesians has to say to us today.
Men’s Breakfast and Bible with Rev. Tom Are, Jr. - 8-9 a.m. Tuesdays, Feb. 7-28 and 
March 7-28, Room 228 (Friendship Hall East). Join Rev. Tom Are, Jr. for a morning Bible study. 
Chef Andrea Bradley will prepare a hot breakfast. Rev. Are will offer a reflection on passages 
from scripture. There will be time for discussion as well. To make a reservation for breakfast, 
please register online. Cost: $7. Pay in person.

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY
Child Care is available on the first floor during the 9 a.m. service. Infants to 2-year-olds can 
be dropped off in Room 114. Preschool Lighthouse – Three-year-olds meet on the first floor 
in Room 107. Pre-K and 4-year-olds meet in Room 106. Registration and sign-ins are located 
outside Room 106. Elementary Lighthouse – K-6th Grade – All-Sing begins at 9 a.m. in Room 
307. Registration and sign-ins are located outside of Room 307. Pick up for kids grades K-6 
will be on the third floor.

FOOD PANTRY 
This week the Food Pantry is asking for all kinds of breakfast cereals: hot (Cream of Wheat, 
whole oats, instant oatmeal, Malt-O-Meal, etc.) and cold (Raisin Bran, Oatmeal Squares, Grape 
Nuts, etc.).  We all know the importance of a good breakfast to start out the day. The Clothes 
Closet is asking for clean pots and pans and cooking utensils.

MISSION & ENGAGEMENT  
Blood Drive - Donate between noon and 6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 24, in Rooms 132 & 133. Sign up 
at donate.savealifenow.org/donor/schedules/zip and enter the zip code 66208 and Jan. 24. 
Walk-ins are also welcome. Contact Ann Colston at 913-461-1791 for more information.

The Gathering – Join us for an alternative style of worship at Village Church offered 5 p.m. 
Sundays in Friendship Hall at our Mission Campus. Learn more at vpcthegathering.org.
Get Village Church news & updates – Sign up to receive the weekly eNews, Rev. Tom Are Jr.'s 
weekly eNote and Daily Devotionals emails at villagepres.org/subscribe.
Follow us on Facebook @villagepres – Follow us on Instagram @villagechurchpv
Subscribe to Village Pres Sermon Podcasts on Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, Spotify & Stitcher.



Wednesday Family Dinners – Self-serve, buffet-style dinners in Friendship Hall at Mission 
Campus from 5-6 p.m. Dine in before your Village U class or take it home. Activities for kids. 
The cost is $9 for adults and $4 for children. Purchase online by noon Mondays at 
villagepres.org/wednesday-family-dinners or call Karen at 913-262-4200.
Tibetan Sound Bath & Meditation - 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 25, Antioch Campus. Join 
Dorothy Tannahill-Moran, certified sound therapist, for a sound bath & meditation. 
Vibrational, harmonic sound from Tibetan singing bowls create a deep sense of relaxation. 
Bring a mat to lay on and a blanket and pillow for your comfort. The cost is $15, payable by 
Venmo to @Dorothy-Tannahill-Moran-1. Questions? Email dorothyfrmkansas@gmail.com or 
call 503-260-1657.

MUSIC 
Kansas City Wind Symphony Concert – 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 4, Mission Campus Sanctuary. 
This concert features chamber wind ensembles from the KCWS. Free admission. 

PASTORAL CARE & COUNSELING 
Prayers are Powerful – The church publishes a new prayer list every Friday. We lift up those 
who have suffered the loss of a loved one, persons in the hospital, rehab or hospice, military 
personnel and others who could use prayers. To place someone on the prayer list, contact 
Linda Alley at 913-671-2327 or at linda.alley@villagepres.org. A person’s name appears for 
one month; if you would like to have someone listed longer, let Linda know.

YOUTH MINISTRY
All our weekly programs are back! You can view a list of all programs at villagepresyouth.org.
Confirmation Registration – You can now register for this year’s Confirmation class, which 
is open to students who are in 9th grade, or older, who have not yet taken the class. Go to: 
villagepresyouth.org/confirmation.

Join us for Spring Break! Registration is open for our Spring Break trip to the Dominican 
Republic, March 11-18. Join us for an amazing week of service, meaning, and time at the 
beach. Go to villagepresyouth.org/dominican-republic.

New baby births – We want to meet your little one and give them a gift. Come by the 
Children & Family Ministry office or email kidsinfo@villagepres.org.
Prepare for baptism – For infants and children, contact kate.ruecker@villagepres.org. 
For adults, contact dionne.boyice@villagepres.org.
Plan your wedding – Contact weddings@villagepres.org
Add someone to the prayer list – Contact pastoral-care@villagepres.org
Join the church – Contact dionne.boyice@villagepres.org
Giving - You may give to Village Church online at villagepres.org/giving. Set up an automatic, 
recurring gift by contacting Bob Sperry at bob.sperry@villagpres.org or 913-671-2325.
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Large print bulletins are available in the Narthex. Ask an usher to bring you one.
Streaming video of Sunday services is available at villagepres.org/online. 

You may call in to listen to a week-delayed broadcast of our Sanctuary service on our worship service 
phone line: 913-203-1301. You can opt-in to be called automatically at 9:30 a.m. Sundays.

We kindly request that cell phones be turned off during worship.

MINISTERS
All members of the congregation

MINISTRY TEAM
Rev. Tom Are, Jr., senior pastor • Dr. Elisa Bickers, principal organist 

Rev. Dr. Dionne T. Boyice, director of mission & engagement • Will Breytspraak, director of music
Brooke Brundige, director of children & family ministry • Laura Davis, director of marketing & communications 

Rev. Melanie Hardison, pastor of pastoral care • Rev. Hallie Hottle, pastor of young adult ministry
Dr. Joshua Maize, associate director of music • Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka, senior associate pastor

Robert Rumold, director of information technology • Bob Sperry, director of giving & endowment 
Sandra Stephens, director of child care • Jim Tilden, senior director of business operations

Rev. Zach Walker, pastor of youth ministries • Alice Whitson, director of media ministry
Rev. Sally S. Wright, pastor of pastoral care • Rev. Dr. Robert H. Meneilly, founding pastor, 1947-1994

SERMON SERIES
I Am… 

Bread. Light. Way. Life.
Jan. 8-Feb. 12

We make the bold claim that we are the “Church of Jesus Christ” and that “Jesus is the 
cornerstone upon which the Church is built.” But who is Jesus really? In the Gospel of John, 
there are seven times when Jesus tells us who he is; seven times Jesus says, “I am…” In this 
sermon series, Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka will explore each of these seven “I am” statements 
and together, we will discover what it says about Jesus Christ and what it says about us.

Jan. 8 I am the Bread of Life.
Jan. 15 I am the Light of the World.   
Jan. 22 I am the Gate. I am the Good Shepherd. 
Jan. 29 I am the Resurrection and the Life.
Feb. 5 I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  
Feb. 12 I am the True Vine.


