
SERVICE OF WORSHIP

ABOUT TODAY’S SERVICE

June 7, 2015  •  8, 9:30 and 11 a.m.

The one page letter of Philemon holds much to ponder. There are three primary 
players in this letter:
 Paul, the writer of the letter,
 Philemon, to whom the letter is written,
 and Onesimus, who is serving as the postal deliverer of Paul’s letter.
We can imagine that Onesimus was honored to carry Paul’s letter, but he would rather 
take the mail to anyone other than Philemon. Why? Onesimus had been Philemon’s 
slave. Somehow, and we don’t know how, he got away and came to faith through 
Paul. Now, with letter in hand, Paul sends Onesimus back to his slave-master. Why?
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GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER

                                                                    Come and Fill Our Hearts 

                                                                            Send Me, Jesus 



  Call to Worship Rev. Jenny McDevitt (8, 9:30 a.m.)
 Andrew Frazier (11 a.m.)  

Thinking we know all the answers,
yet wondering if we have missed something,
we enter into this sanctuary of truth.

In the company of sinners,
in cahoots with saints,
we gather as God’s people.

Standing by folks of deep, abiding faith,
seated with those who stumble through the Kingdom,
we lift our praise to God.

*Hymn God of Great and God of Small                   
 GOD OF GREAT AND SMALL



*Prayer of Confession  

Gracious God,
Could the Gospel really be true?
Do you love us that much?

We want to believe it.
But we know the truth of ourselves, and you do, too.

You know that we can be fragile,
but that we can also stomp all over others.
We read and study your Word,
but we so often say the wrong things.
We are so afraid of making mistakes,
we sometimes play it too safe.

Forgive us for all of our contradictions and complexities.
Speak to us your words of grace until they settle in our soul. (Silent prayer) 

*Assurance of God’s Grace 

*Response Be Not Afraid

*Passing of the Peace

  Words of Welcome Introduction of Len Carrell



 PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

  Call to Prayer Come and Fill Our Hearts

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

                For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Musical Offering O Had I Jubal’s Lyre (from the Oratorio ‘Joshua’)
  music: G. F. Handel; Alannah Garnier, soprano

Oh, had I Jubal’s lyre,
Or Miriam’s tuneful voice!
To sounds like his I would aspire,
In songs like hers rejoice.
My humble strains but faintly show,
How much to Heav’n and thee I owe.

  Prayer for Illumination Bruce Williams (8 a.m.)
  Larry Sneegas (9:30 a.m.)
  Pam Hanson (11 a.m.)

  Scripture Reading Philemon

  Sermon                                                                 Onesimus Rev. Tom Are, Jr.



RESPONSE TO THE WORD

*Hymn God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me 
                  GREEN TYLER

  Offertory Benedictus  
  music: Camille Saint-Säens; Alannah Garnier, soprano; Devin Burton, baritone



*Response        Doxology with Alleluias
 LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below; Alleluia, Alleluia!

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn In Christ There Is No East or West 
                  MC KEE

In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north,
but one great fellowship of love throughout the whole wide earth.

In Christ shall true hearts everywhere their high communion find;
his service is the golden cord close binding humankind.

Join hands, disciples of the faith, what e’er your race may be.
All children of the living God are surely kin to me.

In Christ now meet both east and west; in him meet south and north.
All Christly souls are one in him throughout the whole wide earth.

  Congregational Meeting (11 a.m.)  

*Benediction

*Response  Send Me, Jesus

*Postlude  

*All who are able may stand



THE CHURCH’S BOOK (Week of June 8, 2015)

The following are daily Bible readings offered for your own personal devotion. You are invited to read the 
text, think about the reflection and questions and allow these to lead you in a time of prayer. Pray for your 
own journey of faith. Pray for Village Church and our mission. Pray for God’s world. 

Monday, June 8 Romans 12:9-21 

This text reads like a laundry list of “to do” from Paul. The list is rather impressive: “Overcome evil with good; 
be patient in suffering; persevere in prayer.”  Such instructions from the apostle remind us that trust in God 
is lived in the daily decisions of our lives. Each day we make choices that reflect our trust or sometimes lack 
of trust in God. Paul knows that this reminder encourages our expression of trust.  

Tuesday, June 9 Acts 16:1-5 

Paul and Timothy shared in ministry of the early church. Paul, as we read in Acts 9, was converted on the 
Damascus Road in dramatic fashion. Timothy, on the other hand, learned the faith from his grandmother.  
Faith can come to us in dramatic moments or over the long walk of life, but either way it is our faith that 
makes all the difference.  

Wednesday, June 10 Acts 16:16-25 

Paul and Silas are thrown in jail. In an amazing detail, Acts tells us that they were singing hymns at mid-
night. When you are in your darkest hour, what would you sing? Sometimes speaking or singing our faith 
brings it to life in the moment, no matter how difficult the moment. 

Thursday, June 11 Acts 16:25-34 

Paul and Silas demonstrated a strong faith in the midst of adversity. It not only carried them through the 
night, but it inspired those who watched them. You never know the influence you can have on another 
when you seek to live your faith.  

Friday, June 12 Psalm 100 

The Lord is our maker. The reason to sing is because God, in grace, chooses that there be life. You did not 
have to be, but God imagined you into being. That is reason enough to make a joyful noise.  

Saturday, June 13 Psalm 124 

Again the psalmist sings of the work of the creator. But this time the affirmation is that because we belong 
to the one who made us, we have reason for hope, even in trouble. God is present even in adversity. Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth; therefore, nothing in heaven or earth shall 
we fear.  



TODAY AT VILLAGE
WELCOME TO VILLAGE CHURCH! Please join us every week. Coffee and lemonade are available in  
Rooms 232 and 233 following worship services.
THE FLOWERS IN FRIENDSHIP HALL TODAY are given to the Glory of God in loving memory of  
Rodney E. Wilson by his family.

CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY 
PRESCHOOL CHURCH SCHOOL - Parents may check in their preschool-aged child on the first floor in the 
Preschool wing. Church school classes are available. 9:30 and 11 a.m.
KIDS’ KINGDOM CHURCH SCHOOL – Grades K-5 - Parents may check in their elementary (K-5) aged 
students in Room 203 for a broadly graded class. 9:30-10:30 a.m.
CLUB V6  (6th GRADE) - Join Middle School Youth in the Youth Loft. 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
CAMP DISCOVERY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - July 13-17. Call 913-671-2355 or 671-2359 for more info.
TRAVELING DAY CAMP - July 27-31 (due to construction will be at Southminster Presbyterian Church). 
There are still a few spots open for this all-day fun!  Call 913-671-2355 or 913-671-2359 for more info.

ADULT EDUCATIONAL MINISTRY
SUMMER BIBLE STUDY - The Most Fascinating People - There are lots of fascinating people in the Bible.  
You will recognize some of their names; some will not be familiar at all.  Their stories will give you glimpses 
of God, and perhaps of yourself. Some of them are ordinary folks, and some do extraordinary things. Our 
SUMMER SUNDAYS class — a combined class for youth and adults — will follow Tom Are’s sermon series. 
Leaders will rotate, offering their own perspective on the biblical character of the week. Now through 
Aug. 23. 11 a.m.-noon in Rooms 126 and 127. The upcoming classes include:

Today –  Onesimus (The Letter of Philemon) – taught by Rev. Jenny McDevitt
June 14 – Amos (Amos: 8:1-12 and 5:21-24) – taught by Dr. John Borden
June 21 – Joseph of Arimathea (Mark 15:42-47) – taught by Dr. David May
June 28 - James (The Letter of James) – taught by Dr. Gus Breytspraak

CONNECTIONAL MINISTRIES
ICE CREAM SOCIAL SUNDAY, JUNE 28 - Please join us for our 40th Annual Ice Cream Social from 4-6 
p.m. Sunday, June 28, in Friendship Hall. It’s also a celebration of Pastor Jay McKell’s service to Village 
Church! New this year is a photo booth, petting zoo and Kona Ice Truck that will have flavored, shaved 
ice drinks. We’ll also have our old favorites: popcorn, clowns, balloon figures, inflatables, a 15-foot slide, 
food, fun and of course all the ice cream you can eat!  Admission is $2 a person. Everyone is welcome, so 
bring friends and family. Contact Cindy.wilcox@villagepres.org for more info. 

MISSION
THE FOOD PANTRY - School’s out, summer is here; and the kids are no longer receiving free lunches at 
school. The Food Pantry requests hearty soups and canned pasta meals (spaghettios, ravioli, etc.) to fill 
the void. Pick up a few cans on your visits to the grocery store. The Clothes Closet needs small kitchen 
items (dishes, glasses, silverware, etc.) and household linens. Thank you for your continuing support!

CROSS-LINES COMMUNITY OUTREACH NEEDS VOLUNTEERS to help teach basic computer skills to 
clients in its computer lab. Several former clients were providing instruction but they have moved on 
to full-time jobs that conflict with lab hours. If you are interested in volunteering in the computer lab, 
please call Dani Lucas, case worker, at 913-281-3388 extension 234.



CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TO VOTE ON THE NEW ASSOCIATE PASTOR IN PASTORAL CARE 
We have great news! The APNC (Associate Pastor Nominating Committee) has been very hard at 
work, and they have identified a candidate to serve as our next associate pastor for Pastoral Care. 
The session has called a congregational meeting to act on the recommendation of the APNC today, 
immediately following the 11 a.m. worship service in Friendship Hall. The candidate will be present 
in other worship services.

Celebrate with us!
Come join us as we break ground on the new 

Village Church Child & Family Development Center 
 1:30 p.m. today, June 7, at Meneilly Center for Mission, 9900 Mission Road

Calling all VCCFDC alumni! 
We would like to invite you to join us and break ground for the brand new facility.  

See you there today at 1:30 p.m.

YOUTH MINISTRY 
HIGH SCHOOL & MIDDLE SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL - meet in the Youth Loft at 9:30 a.m. Room 333.
HIGH SCHOOL “LATE NITE” -  8-10 p.m. Tuesday evenings in the Youth Loft (Room 333). Graduated 9-12th 
graders are invited to enjoy the late summer nights. Each week we’ll have a different adventure planned!
HIGH SCHOOL “BREAKFAST CLUB” - 8-9 a.m. Thursday mornings, site will vary (see website for location 
each week). Join us to start your day off right, with a little devotional and some delicious food! 
MIDDLE SCHOOL “PIX & POP” - Graduated 6-8th graders are invited from 1:30-3:30 p.m. every Tuesday, in 
room 304 to watch the Pixar movie we will focus on the following Sunday.
MIDDLE SCHOOL “MISSION DAY” - 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. every  Wednesday, Youth Loft (Room 333). What 
better way to use the middle of your week than to help others through local missions. Graduated 6-8th 
graders, join us for different and exciting volunteer activities, followed by lunch.
MIDDLE SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL “CRAFTERNOONS” - 3-4:30 p.m. Thursdays in the Youth Loft (Room 
333). All youth are invited. We’ll be making hanging lanterns, duct tape wallets, and other amazing creations!
VILLAGE VOICE CHOIR TOUR – The Village Voices youth choir left Friday and will return Monday. Please pray 
for safe travel and great times.

PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY
TAIZÉ WORSHIP SERVICE, JUNE 14  - Are you looking for a quiet, contemplative worship experience? If so, 
join us for our next Taizé worship service. The service includes simple songs, silence, and scripture. We also 
share communion together. Taizé worship takes place on the second Sunday of every month in the Chapel 
at 5 p.m. The next service will be held next Sunday, June 14.

THOUGHTS FROM VILLAGE COMMITMENT 

“Generosity is contagious.” – Anonymous



The Summer Sings at Village Church
Music to Enliven the Spirit and Refresh the Soul

Four kinds of musical events to make the summertime SING!  

• Sing the Faith –three  “hymn sings” for singers of all abilities

• Two Song Recitals – performed by wonderful singers – each followed by a reception

• Singing 101 – an introduction to singing for those who a unsure about their singing

• SING MASTERWORKS – three opportunities to sing the great choral works you love – open to everyone in 
the Kansas City musical community. RSVP to Mark@villagepres.org to reserve a score – or to request child 
care. Child care reservation is needed seven days prior to the event. 

7 p.m. Wednesday, June 10 Sing the Faith II – Hymns, Songs, and Spirituals for Everyone to Sing 
Village Chapel

7 p.m. Wednesday, June 17 Singing 101 – an hour of group singing lessons from Mark Ball
Village Chapel If you already know how to sing – you may not attend. 
 If you are shy or unsure about your singing – this is for you. 

6 p.m. Sunday, June 21 Christopher Reames, tenor, and Mark Ball, piano, present an 
Village Chapel evening of beautiful songs. 

7 p.m. Wednesday, June 24 Sing Masterworks – Vivaldi “Gloria” and Vaughan Williams 
Friendship Hall “Mystical Songs.”  This event is for singers, and especially those who like to sing 
 the great masterworks.

7 p.m. Wednesday, July 8 Sing Masterworks – Brahms “A German Requiem.” This event is 
Friendship Hall for singers, and especially those who have sung this great work before. 

6 p.m. Sunday, July 12 Alannah Garnier, soprano; Devin Burton, baritone; and Mark Ball and 
Village Chapel Elisa Bickers, pianists, present an evening of beautiful songs and duets.  

7 p.m. Wednesday, July 15 Sing the Faith III  Hymns, Songs, and Spirituals for Everyone to Sing
Village Chapel 

7 p.m. Wednesday, July 22 Sing Masterworks – Handel Messiah (selected choruses). 
Friendship Hall This event is for singers who love to sing “Messiah.”   

WHERE TO FIND SERMON VIDEO ARCHIVES

You can now view video archives of sermons on the Live Service Broadcast web page at http://
villagepres.org/worship-music/live-service-broadcast/.
To view sermon videos after May 1, 2015, click “View Archives” in the top right corner of the video player 
on the Live Service Broadcast page. Sermon videos prior to May 1, 2015 may still be viewed on the 
Sermon/Worship Archives web page http://villagepres.org/worship-music/sermon-worship-archives/.



MINISTERS
All members of the congregation

MINISTRY TEAM
Rev. Thomas L. Are, Jr., senior pastor  Mark Ball, director of music  

Dr. Elisa Bickers, principal organist  Cheryl Couch-Thomas, director of children and family ministry  

Marjean Lindquist, director of child care  Kathy Lueckert, director of finance and administration 

Rev. Jenny McDevitt, pastor of pastoral care  Rev. Jay McKell, parish associate for pastoral care 

Elizabeth Nolen, interim coordinator for young adult ministry  Matthew C. Shepard, associate director of music

 Rev. Diane Quaintance, interim director of adult educational ministry  Molly Sirridge, director of stewardship & endowments

Rev. Zach Walker, pastor of youth ministries  Deborah White, director of mission

Cindy A. Wilcox, director of connectional ministries

Rev. Dr. Robert H. Meneilly, pastor emeritus

SUMMER SERMON SERIES
The Bible is filled with stories of ordinary people. Some of them are good. Many of 
them are surprisingly selfish. Most are afraid, yet some show courage in the face of fear. 
Some accomplish big things, but most we know only for a moment. Some have strange 
names, like Onesimus and Rizpah and others bear names we give to our children, like 
Mary and James. And yet, the most fascinating thing about these people is that we 
know their names because they, at least for a moment, were part of God’s story. This list 
is long of those who have been part of God’s work of redemption in this world. As we 
consider these fascinating people from the Bible, we may discover how our name is on 
the list of God’s good work as well.

 May 31   Eve 
 June 7  Onesimus 
 June 14 Amos
 June 21 Joseph of Arimathea
 June 28 James
 July 5  Samson

July 12 The Ethiopian Eunuch
July 19 Mary
July 26 Naaman
Aug. 2 Barabbas   
Aug.16 The Beloved Disciple 
Aug. 23 Mattithaiah, Shema, Anaiah,    
  Uriah and Hilkiah  

The 9:30 a.m. service is broadcast live on 1660 AM KMBZ, The Business Channel.  
Streaming video of all the Sunday morning Sanctuary services  

is available at villagepres.org. Click the Quick Link “Live Service Broadcasts.”
 We kindly request that cell phones be turned off during worship.

Large-print Bibles and hymnals are available for worship. Ask an usher if you need these items.
Please note that additional parking is available across Mission Road in the Prairie School parking lots.

If you are not taking your bulletin with you, please hand it to an usher so it may be recycled.


