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Presbyterian Women 
Fall Kick Off

Presbyterian Women kicked off the 
year with many wonderful events!  
The official kick-off, Crepes and 
Conversation, was very well-attended 
with over 80 beautiful women from 
all the generations.  It was a great 
morning of fellowship, connecting,  
and learning about the different  
facets of PW.  

Women of Wisdom enjoyed beautiful downtown 
Kansas City with a streetcar ride and lunch at Lidia's with 
over 15 attendees.  WOW is a fellowship of women that 
welcomes women of all ages and meets for lunches, 
dinners, and various field trips.

Amazing Graces started the year bringing together 
over 70 women for an evening with Mary Carol Garriety 
of Nell Hills.  AG is a fellowship of women who meet 
during the day and evening for Bible studies, book club 
discussions, dinner groups, speakers, yoga classes and 
field trips.

Women with Spirit began their year 
with a festive Oktoberfest event bringing 
together over 30 women and guests.  WWS 
is a community of women who share 

a similar stage of life juggling families, work, home and beyond 
while working to grow in faith together. Child care is available for 
most events which include dinners and brunches, Bible studies and 
volunteer projects.  

There are many more events planned for all the stage groups so we 
hope you will join us this year!
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Pouring out God's Spirit!

The fall season is in full swing, and I love it!  I have a feeling you do as well.  I've 
always enjoyed the zest of the new school year, the cooler weather, and the energy 
this time of year brings and being part of PW makes this time of year continue to 
be special!

PW had a very lovely kick-off celebration with "Crepes and Conversation."  A big 
thank you to Jennifer Sawyer for organizing a wonderful event and Chef Emily for 
providing the yummy crepes!  We are grateful so many ladies joined us for this time 
of learning, sharing, and connecting.  Our Circles are enjoying studying "Who is 
Jesus?" and the three stage groups are doing marvellous events and activities.  

As the year continues, I encourage you to think of ways to pour out God's spirit.  Here are a few ideas that 
inspire me:

1. Thank someone in a leadership position...one of our amazing pastors, your Circle leader or program 
leader, a PW board member, a police officer, a teacher, a friend, a family member, or a neighbor.  Have a 
grateful heart.

2. Tell someone they are amazing at ____________.  Add value to someone's life.

3. Invite someone to a PW event.  Have an inviting spirit.

4. Give someone a thoughtful gift for no reason except love.  Love one another.

5. Pick up the phone and ask a friend, "What is happening in your life?  Tell me all about it."  Look to the 
interests of others.

I hope you find lots of ways to join our ever-widening circle of women by reading The Messenger.  If I can 
help with this in any way, please reach out to me at katherinebestcaputo@hotmail.com.

Joyfully!

Katherine Caputo     

Moderator

A Message from your Moderator
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Presbyterian Women Purpose
Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit,  
we commit ourselves:
◀ To nurture our faith through prayer  
 and Bible Study
◀ To support the mission of the church  
 worldwide
◀ To work for justice and peace

◀ To build an inclusive, caring community  
 of women that strengthens the  
 Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses  
 to the promise of God’s kingdom.

Operation Breakthrough Reading Program
Presbyterian Women’s Operation Breakthrough Reading Program resumed 
Wednesdays, September 21 through October 26, 9:30 -11:00 am.  

Men and women volunteers and donated books are needed for this worthwhile 
project. Please consider donating a pre-school (3,4,5 year old) level book or two 
when you come to church. Donation boxes can be found at the south entrance and 
in the hallway on the second floor near the children’s library.  Donations by check 
payable to Presbyterian Women with the notation “Operation Breakthrough Books” 
are also appreciated.

Questions: Contact Cindy Whitham, ciwhitham@aol.com (913-262-3062). 
Need child care? Call Pam at 913-671-2352 to make a reservation by the 
Wednesday prior to the day you plan to volunteer.   

Star Families — Operation Breakthrough
 Starlight, starbright - the first star I see tonight;  
 I wish I may, I wish I might, 
 Have the wish I wish tonight.......

Village Church will again sponsor “Star Families” from Operation Breakthrough.  
Stars will be available for adoption November 6th and 13th.  Each child receives 
at least 3 new, unwrapped gifts and the parent receives a gift card to Target or 
Walmart.  Monetary donations to Village Church will be accepted for holiday 
meals as well.  Return gifts to the Operation Breakthrough truck at church on 
December 11.
Questions? 
Marilyn Borel at rmborel@sbcglobal.net, 913-708-1917 
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Mission Sewing 
Mission sewing is busy filling end of the year 
requests before we close up shop in December. 
If you are a knitter, it's time to get started on 
the Christmas baby hats. Stop by the sewing 
room to pick up the red and green yarn. We still 
offer at home projects to cut and sew. Patterns 
available. Call Edie Hultman @ 913 432 3515 for 
more information or stop by the sewing room 
(Room 115) any Tuesday 8 am-3 pm.

Church Women United of Johnson County
Church Women United’s mission is to be a racially, culturally, theologically inclusive ecumenical  

movement celebrating unity in diversity and working for a world of peace and justice.  
 It was founded in 1941. It is an organization for all Christian women.

Church Women United
World Community Day

First Baptist Church of Overland Park
8200 W. 96th Street

9:30 am Friday November 4, 2016
Questions?  Contact Virginia Stuhr 913-642-7596 or vastuhr@gmail.com

Reopening the Letters of Paul
with

Dr. Beverly Roberts Gaventa

Save-The-Date
Friday Feb. 24 &  

Saturday Feb. 25, 2017

• Distinguished Professor of New Testament at  
 Baylor University
• Ph.D. from Duke University, M.Div. from Union  
 Theological Seminary, B.A. from Phillips University
• Author of many books including her upcoming  
 November 2016 release, When in Romans:  
 An Invitation to Linger with the Gospel According  
 to Paul  

Online ticket sales begin October 10.

PW Honorary Life Member
On April 8th, 2017, Presbyterian Women of Village Church will celebrate and honor the gifts and 
talents of women in our church at the Celebration of Faithful Women Event.  If you would like to 
nominate a woman you know who:
 Supports the mission of the church
 Nurtures your faith
 Works for peace and justice
 Promotes an inclusive community through service and leadership

Please contact: Jennifer Sawyer at jrsawyer1947@gmail.com or 913-488-6370.
Names will be accepted through October 15, 2016.
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WOW Luncheon at Bristol
Women of Wisdom (WOW) invites all ladies to mark your calendars for a 
12:00 lunch on Thursday, October 20th, at the Bristol, 5400 W. 119th St. 
(northeast corner of Nall & 119th).  Probably best known for fine seafood, 
the restaurant also features traditional American cuisine, soups, salads, and their popular biscuits!  We look 
forward to enjoying a pretty fall afternoon, a pleasant meal, and warm fellowship before the busy holiday 
months of November and December are upon us.  RSVP by Tuesday, Oct. 18th, to Diane Lee at 913-432-4321 
or dianelee@att.net.  Hope very much that you will join us! 

SAVE-THE-DATE WOW LUNCH AT YA YA'S Noon lunch on Tuesday, November 15.

Women with Spirit's Fall Family Hayride
Nothing says fall like a family hayride, roasting marshmallows over a campfire and 

sipping on apple cider!  Please join us on October 16th from 4-6 p.m. at Shawnee 

Mission Park to enjoy this autumn tradition. The charge is $7 per person and children 2 & under are free. To 

reserve your spot, mail a check (made payable to Bentley Messner) to 609 W. 59th Terrace, Kansas City, MO, 

64113 by Monday, October 10th (space is limited). For more information email bentleymessner@gmail.com.

Box Tops, Coupons and More 
Proceeds from the collection of these coupons benefit the children of Menaul School.

History of Menaul School: In 1896, Rev. James A. Menaul, a Presbyterian minister, sought and received 
Presbyterian mission funding for a boarding school that would serve Spanish-speaking boys in New 
Mexico, primarily from the northern portion of the state. In 1882, the site that is now the Menaul School 
campus was purchased through the efforts of local Presbyterians. Menaul School is proud of its tradition 
of educating students in New Mexico. In 1932, the school became co-educational. Today, Menaul accepts 
students from all cultural, religious, and socio-economic backgrounds. Fifty percent of the students receive 
financial assistance, and more than 60% are self-identified as individuals of racial or ethnic minorities.

The children at Menaul School in Albuquerque, New Mexico, thank you for your support.

Note: Please be sure that the box tops and labels you save have not expired.
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 “If anything tells the story of our life, its probably our 
art” says Tanisha Carrell with a welcoming smile. The home of 
Tanisha, Len, and their daughter, Caitlin is a feast for the senses…
meaningful art gracing their walls, soulful jazz by Leslie Odom Jr. 
of Hamilton fame playing in the background, steaming mugs of 
coffee and celebratory donuts shared, as Tanisha tells her story…

“Our space has always been important to us” from their days in 
their NYC apartment to their Austin Seminary housing in Texas 
and now their home in Leawood, Kansas. Cailtin’s painting of their 
New York City apartment building and neighborhood is a colorful 
reminder of those early years and is displayed prominently with 
the others~a dramatic wall of artistic energy in the gathering 
space Tanisha has designed! Another wall holds a dramatic four 
foot iron cross, a native American Indian textile from New Mexico 
is draped over an ottoman, while still life paintings from three 
generations of women in Tanisha’s family hang in the dining room along with holy land artifacts displayed in 
their art filled living room. These remarkable collections tell the story of their love and lives joined together in 
faith and the creative arts spanning generations of both sides of their families.

Tanisha’s love of the arts merged beautifully with their faith foundation at The Brick Presbyterian  Church in 
New York City. She began singing in the church choir at age three so it was a natural transition to study voice 
at Boston University and then musical theatre at the American Musical and Dramatic Academy in NYC where 
she and Len met. After her career years as an assistant producer and talent agent in the theatre arts arena 
Tanisha returned to The Brick Church as membership and stewardship director when Caitlin started preschool 
at The Brick Church School. While Len worked as an actor and representative of a textile arts business, he too, 
was part of the church life deeply involved in their mission work. Their time at The Brick Presbyterian Church 
was a true family affair.

Moving their family to Texas where Len pursued his studies and theology degree at Austin Seminary, they 
were returning to their roots once again…the very place where Tanisha’s grandfather did the ritual Signing of 
the Declaration of Intent, a tradition dating back to Austin Seminary’s earliest years in which students pledge 
to be responsible members of the Seminary community. Raising Caitlin and creating the meaningful spaces 
that truly reflect their dedication to their family life is evident in their home today. A special “Poziepoem”, a 
gift to Len that Tanisha found in a flea market, hangs in their home with the descriptive family words of Faith 
and Love, Wonderful and Wise, Creative and Witty …they all apply to this close knit family.

Spending time with Tanisha and Caitlin that morning was a glimpse into a life well lived…their love of theatre, 
literature, music and art was clearly evident, along with the shared experience of a deep faith rooted in family 
tradition. It was a privilege to experience a “part of their story”. 

Written by Patty Zender

Spotlight on Tanisha Carrell
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PW Advent Candlelight Dinner

“Seeking the Sacred”
Tuesday, December 6
Speaker:  The Rev. Hallie Hottle

Be sure to check the November issue 
of the PW  Messenger for reservation 
information for the inter-generational 
PW Candlelight Advent Dinner.

Mark Your Calendars COFW Brunch 
Please mark your calendars for April 8, 2017 for the 

Celebration of Women brunch. We will again be featuring 
friendship, fellowship, and Chef Emily and her amazing 
food. We invite you to join us as we honor our 2016 Honorary 

Life Members who have made outstanding contributions to 
Presbyterian Women. 

The guest speaker will be Sarah Are. Sarah attends  
Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Ga. and is the  

daughter of Rev. Tom Are and Carol Are. 
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Horizons Bible Study 
Just who is Jesus? This year 
we will explore that question 
from many different views. 
We started our trek with the 
oldest gospel, Mark, who 
redefined the concept of 
messiah away from the Earthly 
king of conquest to the 
heavenly one of compassion. 
This month we will look at 
Matthew's view. Matthew 
almost certainly had a copy 

of the earlier Mark gospel sitting on his desk as he 
wrote but added more commentary. If Mark saw 
Jesus as not what was expected but certainly the 
son of God, Matthew presents a view of Jesus as the 
Jewish messiah. Matthew includes more references 
to the Jewish testament (Old Testament) than any 
other gospel writer. In this lesson we will see a strong 
emphasis on Jesus as teacher.  

Page Turners 
Page Turners book group meets the fourth 
Tuesday of every month in 
room 127 at 9:30 a.m. Our 
selection for the October 
meeting is The Dressmaker, 
by Kate Alcott, chosen from 
suggestions made by Page 
Turner members.  This is a 
bit different from our regular 
practice, but something 
the members chose to try.  
Always, visitors and new 
members are welcome.

Contact Rosella Hoglund at 913-642-3574 or 
Judy Lockett at judylockett@sbcglobal.net 
for more information.

Lunch between the Circles
Come and join the fun, fellowship and food 
at Lunch between the Circles.  Lunch will be 
served at 11:30 in Friendship Hall for all PW 
members, in between morning and afternoon 
Circles, every second Tuesday of the month.  
Chef Emily is preparing delectable delights for 
all who attend for only $6.  Childcare is available.  
Please let your Circle Leader or Carolyn Eakins 
(carolyneakins@gmail.com) know by the first of 
the month that you would like to attend.  We 
look forward to seeing everyone there!

Elaine Franz
Messenger Editor

ebdkfranz@gmail.com

Gentle Yoga Classes
Wednesdays at 1:30-2:30 p.m. in 
the youth loft (3rd fl) of the Village 
Presbyterian Church.

 A regular yoga practice keeps your 
body young and pain free. Taught 
by Katie Hurcomb, a registered yoga 
instructor with 20 years of teaching 
experience to populations that are 50+. Katie knows 
first hand the power yoga has to heal injury and 
maintain a pain free life.  She shares her love of 
yoga with her students as she guides them through 
poses that are doable and easily modified to fit 
each individual in class.  Come try the first class for 
free!  

Class package options:  4 class package = $55.   
12 class package = $135

Call with questions or concerns. Katie Hurcomb  
913-244-5623, www.katiehurcomb.com or  
hurkate@gmail.com.
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Amazing Graces Dinner Groups
The AG dinner groups were created so women could 
gather in smaller groups and enjoy one another.  
There are several Amazing Graces dinner groups for 
you to choose from.  Each group chooses their own 
dates and times to meet for dinner, dependent on 
the needs of their group, always at a different  
restaurant.  We welcome new members. For more 
information, call Deb Spaulding, 913-219-5503 or 
deborah.spaulding@hok.com.

Amazing Graces Book Club
If you like to read and enjoy good conversation, you 
will fit right in to this interesting group!  The AG Book 
Club meets on the first Wednesday of the month in 
homes at 6:00 p.m.  For meeting locations, reading 
lists and general information, email Sara Wallace at  
swallace01@gmail.com.

PW Alive Now
Alive Now is a Bible Study for women who are 
early risers.  We meet each Wednesday from 
7:30 to 9:00 am in the Heritage Dining Room.  In 
addition to studying a passage of scripture, we are 
a support group for one another and often spend 
as much time sharing and caring for each other’s 
needs.  For more information, please contact Judy 
Cooper at judycooperjc@gmail.com.

AG Bible Study - Oct. 5

Struggling in the Land of Opportunity 
Dinner - Oct. 11

WWS Hayride - Oct. 16

AG Bible Study - Oct. 19

WOW Lunch at Bristol - Oct. 20

Page Turners - Oct. 25

CWU of Jo. Co. - Nov. 4 

Advent Dinner - Dec. 6

PW Visiting Scholar - Feb. 24-25

Celebration of Faithful Women - April 8

Amazing Graces Bible Study
Amazing Graces Bible Study is using film and 
discussion questions based on the parables of Jesus. 
Our group discovers fresh insights into these parables 
as we read and talk about them. We meet the first 
and third Wednesdays of most months at 4:30 pm 
in Room 133. We start with a social time and begin 
the study at 5:00 pm. No preparation is needed 
prior to our meetings. We invite all who would like to 
participate in exploring their faith through Bible study 
and conversation to join us. For more information, 
please contact Lisa Schellhorn at 913-236-6837 or 
schell5@aol.com.
Our next meeting dates are October 5 and 19, 
November 2 and 15, and December 7.
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Amazing Graces Fall Event


