
SERVICE OF WORSHIP

ABOUT TODAY’S SERVICE

May 17, 2015  •  8, 9:30 and 11 a.m.

In our 9:30 and 11 a.m. services we welcome this year’s Confirmation 
Class. They are a remarkable group of young people. Their spirit and 
character are signs of hope among us.  Joining the church is a big step, 
but it is only one step. The journey continues all of our lives. There’s 
doubt along the way. There is community on this journey. But most of 
all, to be part of the church is to live into the truth that Jesus is alive.
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GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER
  Gathering Songs 

  Call to Worship Rev. Brian Ellison, parish associate (8 a.m.); Rev. Zach Walker (9:30, 11 a.m.) 

How good is it to sing praises to our God.
How pleasant and fitting is it to praise our Lord. 
God is the maker of the heavens and earth, the seas and everything in them.
God remains faithful forever. 
It is God who strengthens your gates of justice,
and who blesses your people. 
Praise God in this sanctuary,
and praise God in the mighty heavens. 
Come, let us worship God.



*Hymn Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun 
                  DUKE STREET



*Prayer of Confession  

Forgive us, God, for we far too often focus on the unimportant.
In the midst of our busy lives, we struggle to prioritize our commitment to you.
 We become consumed with daily obstacles.
 We lose sight of the hope your love brings.
 We lose sight of you.
Remind us of your everlasting grace.
Strengthen us as we grow in our journey of faith.
Speak a word to our hearts that whispers of your love for us as we strive to    
 walk with you. (Silent prayer) 

*Assurance of God’s Grace 

*Response Be Not Afraid

*Passing of the Peace

  Words of Welcome



 PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

  The Welcome of the Confirmation Class (9:30, 11 a.m.)

 

  Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

                For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

 

  Musical Offering (11 a.m.) Amazing Grace
  Early American hymn; setting: Linda Spevacek; Village Voices

  Prayer for Illumination Jim Borthwick (8 a.m.)
  Cindy Kueck (9:30 a.m.)  
  Katherine Caputo (11 a.m.)

  Scripture Reading 1 Corinthians 15:12-25 

  Sermon                                           The Absence of the Resurrected One  Rev. Tom Are, Jr.



RESPONSE TO THE WORD
*Hymn God, You Spin the Whirling Planets 
                  NETTLETON

God, you spin the whirling planets, fill the seas and spread the plain,
mold the mountains, fashion blossoms, call forth sunshine, wind, and rain.

We , created in your image, would a true reflection be
of your justice, grace, and mercy and the truth that makes us free.

You have called us to the faithful in our life and ministry.
We respond in grateful worship joined in one community.

When we blur your gracious image, focus us and make us whole.
Healed and strengthened as your people, we move onward toward your goal.

God, your word is still creating, calling us to life made new.
Now reveal to us fresh vistas where there’s work to dare and do.

Keep us clear of all distortion. Polish us with loving care.
Thus, new creatures in your image, we’ll proclaim Christ everywhere.

  Offertory Seek to Serve  
  music: ancient chant melody; setting: Lloyd Pfautsch; Village Choir

May I live in the world as one who always seeks to serve.
May I live as one who knows the love of God.
Lord, teach me how to live and how to serve.

With my ears may I hear. With my eyes may I see.
With my lips may I speak.

May your Word be heard through me.
Thus as I live each day may love sustain the will to serve.

 
*Response Doxology with Alleluias
 LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below; Alleluia, Alleluia!

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*Prayer of Dedication 
 
 



*Hymn (st. 1-3) Joy to the World 
                  ANTIOCH

*Benediction
*Response                                      All sing stanza 4 of Joy to the World

*Postlude  
*All who are able may stand



THE CHURCH’S BOOK (Week of May 18, 2015)

This week’s scripture and reflections were chosen and written by students in the 2015 Confirmation Class. 
Forty-eight members of the class officially joined the church at the May 4 Session meeting and are being 
recognized today in worship at the 9:30 and 11 a.m. worship services.

 
Monday, May 18 John 14:16-17, 2-3

In our confirmation class, we learned this passage is about the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is your advocate 
and your support system 24/7. He will never leave you alone.

 
Tuesday, May 19 John 3:16-17

This verse tells us that God loves us so much that he sent his only son to die for us. If we believe in Him, we 
too will live forever.

 
Wednesday, May 20 Galatians 4:28

When your friends get off track, guide them back to the right way. You can’t give up on them but you can’t 
join them on that path either.

 
Thursday, May 21 Psalms 63:3-4

We chose this verse because it demonstrates God’s unconditional love and fills us during our lifetime. We 
worship God, and continue to worship God, in response to that eternal love. Our generation will proudly 
praise you and call your name with loud voices.

 
Friday, May 22 1 Cor. 13:1-3

In the passage, love is described as a gift. Without it the full fruits of life are not felt.

 
Saturday, May 23 Matthew 5:43-48

God wants us to treat our enemies as we do our loved ones. This is a challenge to all of us to be a reflection 
of God’s love, even to our worst enemies. Open your heart to all.



TODAY AT VILLAGE
WELCOME TO VILLAGE CHURCH! Please join us every week. Coffee and lemonade are available in  
Rooms 232 and 233 following worship services.
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY - Join us at the 9:30 or 11 a.m. services today to celebrate our 2015 Confirmation 
Class graduates.

CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY 
PRESCHOOL CHURCH SCHOOL - Parents may check in their preschool age child on the first floor in the 
Preschool wing. Church school classes are available 9:30 and 11 a.m.
KIDS’ KINGDOM CHURCH SCHOOL - Parents may check in their elementary (K-5) aged students on the 
3rd floor. Check the large bulletin boards located in the Children and Family wing for which room your 
child’s class will travel to that day. 9:30-10:30 a.m.
CLUB V6  (6th GRADE) - Join us for a fun new way to explore the ancestors of our faith. ‘Tweens will 
discover the similarities between themselves and the many unlikely people selected by God to do 
extraordinary things. Meet in Room 302 from 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
MAY 24, GRADES K-5TH - Broadly Graded Class for grades Kindergarten through 5th Grade. Room 203,  
There will be no Sunday School for 6th Grade.

ADULT EDUCATIONAL MINISTRY
SUMMER BIBLE STUDY - The Most Fascinating People - There are lots of fascinating people in the Bible.  
You will recognize some of their names; some will not be familiar at all.  Their stories will give you glimpses 
of God, and perhaps of yourself. Some of them are ordinary folks, and some do extraordinary things. Our 
SUMMER SUNDAYS class — a combined class for youth and adults — will follow Tom Are’s sermon series. 
Leaders will rotate, offering their own perspective on the biblical character of the week. May 31 through 
Aug. 23. 11 a.m.-noon in Rooms 126 and 127. The upcoming classes include:
May 31 – Eve (Genesis 2-3) – taught by Owen Gray
June 7 –  Onesimus (The Letter of Philemon) – taught by Rev. Jenny McDevitt
June 14 – Amos (Amos: 8:1-12 and 5:21-24) – taught by Dr. John Borden
June 21 – Joseph of Arimathea (Mark 15:42-47) – taught by David May
June 28 - James (The Letter of James) – taught by Dr. Gus Breytspraak

CONNECTIONAL MINISTRIES 
AGE 60’S DINNER AT OLIVE GARDEN - Join is for dinner at Olive Garden Italian Restaurant at 6750 W. 95th 
Street in Overland Park (95th Street & east of Metcalf) at 6 p.m. Thursday, May 21. Visit olivegarden.com to 
check out their menu. Reservations are under “Village Church.”  Each person is responsible for his/her own tab. 
RSVP to Stacy at 913-671-2334 or stacy.fischer@villagepres.org.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNERS – Our last Wednesday Night Dinner for this school year was last Wednesday, 
May 13. Wednesday Night Dinners will resume Sept. 9, 2015.

MISSION
THE FOOD PANTRY is requesting all varieties of canned vegetables during May. Every family takes 
home six or more cans of vegetables when they shop with us. Now that summer is here, the Clothes 
Closet is looking for all types of warm weather clothing, especially in larger sizes for men and women.  
And we always have a need for towels, sheets and other household linens. Thank you for your support!

HELP EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS IN NEPAL - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is providing emergency 



relief and short-term recovery in the impacted areas with ACT Alliance, and its members who are already 
on the ground. PDA will remain active through the long term recovery, accompanying partners in the area 
as they determine long-term program needs and providing financial support for rebuilding and resilience. 
Financial support for relief efforts can be designated to DR999999 with reference to Nepal. Gifts can be 
made online. You’ll find the link under Featured Events on the home page of our website villagepres.
org. You can also call 1-800-872-3283 weekdays between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m., or checks can be mailed to 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700.

GOOD FOOD FOR A GOOD CAUSE - The Dominican Republic Medical Partnership is partnering with 
Minsky’s “Slice of Donation” to host a fundraising event on Tuesday, May 19. Join us by dining at Minsky’s 
Pizza in the Prairie Village Shops all day Tuesday, and 15% of your total bill will be donated to the DRMP. 
This applies to carry-out and delivery orders too! Members of the DRMP will be passing out flyers today 
after services that you can turn in at Minsky’s when you order, or you can mention that you’re supporting 
the Slice of Donation for the DRMP: and they will donate the appropriate amount according to your total 
bill. Let’s eat some pizza!

YOUTH MINISTRY 
HIGH SCHOOL & MIDDLE SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL - meets in the Youth Loft at 9:30 a.m. Room 333.
HIGH SCHOOL STUDY HALL – We are hosting a study hall tonight from 5-10 p.m. for all high school 
students. Come study for finals and grab a snack or two. Dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m.
YOUTH WEEK – This year’s Youth Week is June 1-4. We have some new exciting events planned as well 
as your favorites from last year! Go to villagepresyouth.org and click on the “Forms” tab to find the Youth 
Week registration form.

CONGRATULATIONS CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2015

Front Row (Left to Right): Audrey McDonald, Allie Jones, Caroline Edge, Caroline Schmidt, Mackenzie Nagel, 
Alyssa Vuillemin, Toni Englund, Annie Jones, Katie Hise, Layne Stowers, Sarah Wilcox, Natalie Kistler, Emma 
Renwick, Lainie Duckworth
Back (Left to Right): Sam Luetje, Zane Martin, Adam Kistler, Peyton Wiklund, James Popper, Max Dalton, Rob-
bie Veglahn, Joseph Brouillette, Andy Gunya, Quinn Derusseau, Reser Hall, Max Collins, Ben Tranbarger, Will 
Shropshire, Max Maday, Cal Knabe, Blake Herbel, Joe Early, Matthew Hyatt, Iam Schutt, Sam Fay, Annie Lynch, 
Alex Paris, Libby Frye, Nick Orr, Katherine Odell, Dylan Freberg, Ellen Swanson, George Sullivan, Abbey Walker, 
Ashlee Thao, Andrew Krenzel, Ethan Onyszchuk
Not Pictured: Annelise Ngoa, Libby Petrie



May 24 on the Pentecost is time for the traditional Witness Offering. This offering is divided 
among Village Church (40%), Heartland Presbytery and General Assembly for children at risk, 
ministries with youth and ministries with young adults. Offering envelopes are available in the 
Friendship Folders during Sunday service or at the Village reception desk.

•  W O M E N  W I T H  S P I R I T  •

in the in the 

TODAY • 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. • Family fun!

FAMILIES FOR MENTAL HEALTH will meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, May 21, in Rooms 126/127. Judge 
Michael Farley from Johnson County District Court will be speaking about mental health and the 
court. Following the program, there will be a support session for families. Families For Mental 
Health meets the third Thursday of each month at Village. Call 913-676-7171 for more information.



The 9:30 a.m. service is broadcast live on 1660 AM KMBZ, The Business Channel.  
Streaming video of all the Sunday morning Sanctuary services  

is available at villagepres.org. Click the Quick Link “Live Service Broadcasts.”
 We kindly request that cell phones be turned off during worship.

Large-print Bibles and hymnals are available for worship. Ask an usher if you need these items.
Please note that additional parking is available across Mission Road in the Prairie School parking lots.

If you are not taking your bulletin with you, please hand it to an usher so it may be recycled.

MINISTERS
All members of the congregation

MINISTRY TEAM
Rev. Thomas L. Are, Jr., senior pastor  Mark Ball, director of music  

Dr. Elisa Bickers, principal organist  Cheryl Couch-Thomas, director of children and family ministry  

Marjean Lindquist, director of child care  Kathy Lueckert, director of finance and administration 

Rev. Jenny McDevitt, pastor of pastoral care  Rev. Jay McKell, parish associate for pastoral care 

Elizabeth Nolen, interim coordinator for young adult ministry  Matthew C. Shepard, associate director of music

 Rev. Diane Quaintance, interim director of adult educational ministry  Molly Sirridge, director of stewardship & endowments

Rev. Zach Walker, pastor of youth ministries  Deborah White, director of mission

Cindy A. Wilcox, director of connectional ministries

Rev. Dr. Robert H. Meneilly, pastor emeritus

Faith That Is Not In Vain

Easter is not a day. It’s a turning point. Easter is the day we set aside to reflect on the 
day God set aside to breathe a permanent hope into human history. Easter is the day 
God set aside to reveal that the love of God is stronger than the powers of death. The 
promise of the resurrection is not limited to life beyond the grave; the resurrection 
begins shaping our lives today. The Apostle Paul once wrote, If Christ has not been 
raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. For the six 
Sundays following Easter, we will reflect on how and why faith is not in vain.

 April 12    Hope in the Present Tense - Rev. Jenny McDevitt
 April 19   Resurrection Choices
 April 26  Relationship Semantics - Rev. Zach Walker
 May 3  What’s in Galilee?
 May 10  Too Good To Be True?
 May 17  The Absence of the Resurrected One

CURRENT SERMON SERIES


