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o n l i n e  e d i t i o n

Becky and Nathan Bliss of Barnaby 
Bright will be performing a free 

concert in the Village Sanctuary 
at 7 p.m. Friday, April 29. They are 
also providing musical leadership 
for The Gathering worship service 
Sunday mornings at 10:45 a.m. in 
Friendship Hall. We spoke with Becky 
and Nathan about their return home, 
their unique sound, upcoming 
concert and more.

Q:  How did leading music for the 
Gathering come about?
Becky: We had just moved back to Kansas City after living in 
Brooklyn, and then Nashville. After playing about 150 shows 
a year and driving 40,000 miles a year, we were very excited 
to be back in our hometown and put down some roots...and 
stop touring so much! Zach Walker emailed us mentioning 
that Village was looking for a music leader in the Gathering. 
We were immediately excited about the opportunity. 

Q: What’s your background leading music for worship?
Becky: I sang in the Village Church youth band in high 
school, and then in college worked part-time as musical 
director for the contemporary service at First Presbyterian 
Church in Lawrence, Kan. It’s really where I got my start 
singing in a band and how I fell in love with contemporary 
Christian music. 

Nathan: I’ve always been interested and moved by sacred 
music, and truly believe the ultimate purpose of music is 
to connect us with the divine. I studied the role of sacred 
music in different cultures throughout history in college, 
and my heroes have always been those musicians who put 
that connection first: Bach, Handel, John Contraine, etc. 

Q: What goes into the music planning each Sunday?
Becky: We try to play a range of songs...up tempo tunes 
mixed with slow, meditative peaceful ones. We also work 
in tandem with the ministry staff to support the message 
that’s being presented that week. And because everyone 
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likes different styles of music,  
we try to pick a range of genres 
as well: pop-Christian songs 
you’d hear on the radio, mixed 
with folky/banjo/foot-stomper 
songs or traditional hymns that 
we just reimagine.

Q: How would you describe 
your sound?
Becky: Indie chamber folk rock? 
Ha! In a set of our original music, 

we play everything from traditional folk, to pop/rock, to 
piano ballads, to electronic loops and club music. So it’s 
hard to pinpoint. We are deeply rooted and appreciative 
of the folk tradition, but are definitely embracing the 
technologies of the future! 

Q: Tell us about your April 29 concert at Village Church?

Becky: We have the sound and lighting team from Kansas 
City’s own Quixotic coming in to do light and sound for 
us in the Sanctuary. They’re absolutely amazing. We’ll be 
joined by one of KC’s premier drummers, Brandon Draper. 
We may have a few other fun things up our sleeves 
as well. We’ll be playing lots of new songs from our 
forthcoming record, and a couple of cover songs as well. A 
retiring offering from our concert will go to The Children’s 
Place, which provides services and support for young 
children who have survived abuse, neglect and trauma.

We’re so excited to be back in KC! Nathan will start 
teaching music lessons at the church in the spring. It’s 
just so great to be immersed in the community at Village 
again. This concert has been rescheduled twice now...
first because of the World Series in 2014 and then because 
the Sanctuary wasn’t finished. Little did we know when 
we rescheduled the show for April 2016, we would be 
working as musical directors for the Gathering service! 
This concert will be so much more special for us because 
of that. God has the best timing :) 
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 Y O U N G  A D U LT  M I N I S T R Y



Village Golf Classic—One Month Away! 
The 12th Annual Village Golf Classic is on Monday,  
May 16, 2016—just over one month away! Like last year, 
the golf tournament will take place at Country Club of 
Leawood and your registration fee includes lunch, golf 
cart, prizes and awards, and the “tee party” at the end 
of the day. This tournament not only benefits the great 
work of the DRMP, but it’s also great fun! We hope you’ll 
join us—you can register online at villagepres.org or 
you can fill out the registration form (found in various 
places around the church) and return it to VPC. Contact 
Andrea Huffman, director of international mission, at 
andrea.huffman@villagepres.org for more information.

Celebration Dominicana—  
Come Join the Party! 
Our Celebration Dominicana event has gone through a 
bit of a makeover! The NEW date and location is Friday, 
May 13, 2016 at the Vox Theatre in KCK. This event will 
truly be a celebration of our work in the DR—with live 
music and dancing, a silent auction, fund-a-need, and 
a raffle, great food and beverages, and some special 
guest appearances by our friends from the Dominican 
Republic. For more information or to register, go to 
villagepres.org – international mission- Celebration 
Dominicana.  We hope you’ll come celebrate with us! 
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Food Pantry
Spring is here and the Clothes Closet is welcoming 
spring and summer clothing-gently used, clean and sized 
(winter clothing is no longer being accepted). As you are 
doing your spring cleaning and finding clothes you aren’t 
using any more, you might also look for linens in your 
linen closet-bed, bath and kitchen linens are needed at 
the Clothes Closet. 

The Food Pantry is concentrating on collecting canned 
fruit during the month of April. At least one can of fruit is 
given to each family that shops monthly -larger families 
get more cans. Pick up several cans of a variety of fruits on 
your next shopping trip and bring them to church.  
Thank you.

Habitat for Humanity -    
Women Build Week
Join us for Women Build Week April 30-May 7. Work along 
with Village Presbyterian Tuesday/Thursday Crew May 3 
or May 5. Women Build brings together women from all 
walks of life to address the housing crisis facing millions 
of women and children across the globe and in our 
community. Contact Joe Carignan joe@heartlandhabitat.
org or 913-238-6501 for more info.

Blood Drive
Village’s next blood drive is from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 26, in Rooms 132 and 133. Visit esavealifenow.org 
and use sponsor code of “villagepres” to make an 
appointment online. Contact Ann Colston at 913-722-0165 
or acolston1113@gmail.com for more information.

M I S S I O N

Front Porch Alliance’s Neighbor Moms Program

Imagine the joy of bringing a beautiful new child into the world. But if that child 
is born into a world of anxiety and uncertainty, poverty, deprivation, danger and 
hunger, how do we assist the family in providing a safe, healthy environment in 
which that child can develop and thrive?

Front Porch Alliance, with the help of a generous donation from the Village Church Missions Committee, is 
reaching out directly to the families of young children in the Ivanhoe and eastside neighborhoods. Using the 
renowned national Parents As Teachers model, FPA is joining hands with parents in their homes to support 
families in building capacity for resiliency, wellness and educational attainment. 

FPA is partnering with other community agencies to provide free, fun, neighborhood activities during which 
parents develop a network of friendship and support in addition to providing cribs and clothing for infants.
Thank you, Village Church, for joining Front Porch Alliance in this effort. 
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M U S I C  M I N I S T R Y

Peace - Te Deum Chamber Choir 
3 p.m. Sunday, April 10

Village Presbyterian Church

 Te Deum Chamber Choir presents “Peace,” exploring 
humankind’s wish for peace on earth and peace 
eternal, with works by Schönberg, Pärt and MacMillan, 
culminating in Brahms’ German Requiem. Matthew 
Shepard will conduct the choral ensemble in the four-
hand piano version of Brahms’ masterwork in English, 
for a more deeply spiritual experience, with pianists Jan 
Kraybill and Elisa Bickers, and guest soloists Ida Nicolosi 
and Brian Ming Chu. They will also perform at 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, April 11, at Central United Methodist Church in 
Kansas City, Mo. A $10 donation is suggested. Te Deum is 
a member of the Village Arts Alliance.

A  W E LC O M E  S I T E

A Welcomed Addition - Open At Last!
Sunday, March 13, 2016 was a day filled with smiles at Village 
Church. We opened our new 14,000 square foot Welcome 
Center, welcomed 23 new members and baptized 13 babies in 
worship. Members of the Village Choir were the first through the 
doors of the new Welcome Center at 7:15 a.m. Among them, 
Jim Borthwick, chairman of the Sanctuary/Welcome Center/
Organ Committee. “The room is actually nicer than I had 
envisioned it would be, just like the Sanctuary,” said Jim. “I’m 
really pleased. It’s a great feeling to have it finished at last and 
wonderful to see people enjoying it.”

Let’s Celebrate!
Please join us Sunday, May 1, following 
each worship service, as we celebrate the 
completion of the Sanctuary and Welcome 
Center projects of the Now & Tomorrow, Village 
Church campaign!

We will have refreshments and fellowship all 
morning with a program at 12:15 p.m. Items 
from the time capsule placed in 1954 will be on 
display and a new time capsule representing 
Village Church today will be filled and placed in 
the new cornerstone.

Second Thursday 
Recital
Flutist Hannah 
Occena and Pianist 
Jessica Koebbe
12:15 p.m. Thursday,  
April 14
 Join us at 12:15 p.m. on Thursday, 
April 14, in the Village Chapel, for 
Second Thursday Recital featuring 
flutist Hannah Occena and pianist Jessica 
Koebbe. The 30-minute performance is free  
and open to the community.
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C O N N E C T I O N A L  M I N I S T R I E S

Weekly Wednesday Dinners 
Dine before or after your Wednesday class. Salad bar opens at 5:15 p.m.; hot food buffet is open from 5:30-6:30 p.m. These 
dinners offer an opportunity for people of all ages to enjoy a well-balanced meal that is convenient. A full meal with salad 
bar & dessert is $7. Salad bar & dessert is $6. Cost for children ages 3-10 is $3 and children age 2 and under-no charge. 
Contact Liz Middleton at 913-671-2359 or liz.middleton@villagepres.org for reservations.  

WND Menus:
April 13-Pot roast, potatoes & carrots, green beans
April 20-Island Mahi Mahi, pork roast w/plum sauce, stir-fry veggies, coconut rice
April 27-Rueben sandwich, tuna melt, grilled cheese, french/sweet potato fries, veggies

Wednesday Night Classes - Village U
For questions or registration, call 913-671-2333 or email marianne.weber@villagepres.org.
See class descriptions in the Village U Catalog or at www.villagepres.org. 

BT.008a School of Theology: Religion in America: Billy Graham to Marcus Borg, Gus Breytspraak, 6:30-8 p.m. 
Wednesdays, now-May 4, Room 132

BT.009 The Huguenots, Rev. Dr. Lonnie Lee, 5-6 p.m. Wednesdays, now-May 11, Room 132

CC.005 Intermediate Computer Class, 6:30-8 p.m. Wednesdays, now-April 27, Room 316

SI.002b Village Talk, Gary Forsee, 6:30-8 p.m. Wednesday, April 13, the Village Chapel

Two New U.S. Tours for Village Church!

“Beautiful North America Tours: National Parks and Places 
of History and Beauty”
Sedona and the Grand Canyon National Park:   
Oct. 9-14, 2016

The serenity of Sedona, Arizona’s Red Rock Country and the 
majesty of the Grand Canyon! Enjoy five nights based in 
Sedona at a relaxing golf resort with tours of the area, star 
gazing with an astronomer and Native American culture 
combined with a day excursion to the Grand Canyon National 
Park until the sun sets over the South Rim! 
New York City at Christmas Time: Dec. 1-4, 2016

See the Big Apple dressed up for the holidays; Three nights 
at a lovely Manhattan central hotel; visiting the National  
September 11 Memorial and Museum; tour of a world-class art 
museum; festive lunch, the Rockettes Christmas Spectacular; 
Broadway shows and more!
Join us for an information meeting at 4 p.m. Sunday, April 10, in 
Room 132. Contact Lisa Ball at Lisa@LisaBallTravelDesign.com 
with questions.

F U N  V I L L A G E  T R I P S
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PA S T O R A L  C A R E  &  C O U N S E L I N G

New Monthly Faith and    
Grief Luncheons
We’re pleased to offer a new ministry at Village 
— Faith and Grief lunches. This is a shared 
ministry between five local churches: St. Mark’s 
United Methodist, Second Presbyterian (KCMO), 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal, Country Club Christian 
Church, and Village. Faith and Grief lunches are 
for anyone who has experienced the loss of a 
loved one and wishes to connect with others 
who have traveled the same road. All participants 
receive a free lunch and benefit from a short 
program and conversation around tables led by 
a trained facilitator. Lunches will be held on the 
first Tuesday of every month, from noon-1 p.m. in 
Friendship Hall. Come every month, come when 
your schedule allows, or even just come once 
to check it out. Registration is online at www.
faithandgrief.org. Faith and Grief Ministries is a 
program designed by Presbyterian pastors in 
Texas, with lunches taking place in numerous 
locations throughout the country. We are excited 
to partner with neighboring churches to bring 
this important ministry to Kansas City.   
Contact Rev. Jenny McDevitt at 913-671-2367 or  
jenny.mcdevitt@villagepres.org for more info.

Come to the Career Center
Are you searching for a new job? Consider 
attending the next Career Center to learn ways 
to find job openings, how to approach these 
employers, and conduct a planned, step-by-step 
job search. The next series begins at 6:30 p.m. 
on Monday, May 16, in Room 232. Contact Linda 
Alley at 913-671-2327 or linda.alley@villagepres.
org to register.

Taizé Worship Service
Join us at 5 p.m. on Sunday, April 10, in the 
Chapel for Taizé evening worship. This quiet, 
reflective service includes song, silence,   
scripture and communion. Come and worship  
in a new way.

An Invitation from Jenny

Dear Friends,

This note is especially for those of you who have 

experienced the loss of a loved one — which means 

this note is for far too many of you. It is my privilege — a 

privilege I share with my colleague Len Carrell — to walk 

with you through your grief. There’s nothing easy about 

grief, and grief never really goes away. It changes shape, and 

sometimes it might seem to disappear for awhile, but it is 

always there in some fashion. That is simply the price we pay 

for loving someone. 

We have a number of ministries in place for those who are 

grieving, but I want to draw your attention to a new one: 

Faith and Grief lunches. There is more information about 

these lunches included in this newsletter. I encourage you 

to read through the information, and I hope you will join 

us at least once to see what these lunches are all about. 

Colleagues of mine in other cities have hosted Faith and 

Grief lunches and have found them to be valuable to their 

own congregations, and to the community at large. 

I am particularly pleased to be working with pastors from 

four other congregations to make this possible. It is a shared 

effort, and I believe we will all benefit from the combined 

wisdom. I have deeply enjoyed collaborating with Rev. Anne 

Hutcherson at St. Andrew’s, Rev. Dennie Oades-Souther at 

St. Mark’s, Rev. Kristin Riegel at Second Presbyterian, and 

Rev. Joe Walker at Country Club Christian. I am looking 

forward to welcoming all of them, and hopefully many of 

you, to these lunches at Village each month. Please consider 

joining us.
   Peace,

   Jenny

Tell Me More About Stephen Ministry
If you have a caring heart, a listening ear and want to 
bring Christ’s love and care to people during a time of 
need, consider becoming a Stephen Minister. 
Come and find out more at one of two identical “Tell 
Me More” meetings; either from 6:30-7:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 4, in Room 126, or from 2:30-3:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, May 5, in Room 126. Contact Linda Alley at 
913-671-2327 or linda.alley@villagepres.org.
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IN MEMORY OF DONATED BY

Charles ‘Hap’ Anderson Melanie Anderson Wall
Barbara Arther The Arther Family
Irvin Baird Judith Baird
Verna Mae Baird Judith Baird
Geraldine Bamman John & Barbara Yeast and Family
Lucille & Mac Beall Ginny & Scott Beall
Ace Bean Ed & Kim Higgins
Edna Bear Carroll Burger & Family
Jack Bear Carroll Burger & Family
Mort Beck Ginny & Scott Beall
Jane Beeler Marilyn McCrory
Bob Birkenmeier Elizabeth Birkenmeier
James & Anna Bothwell Sybil Diehl
Dick Bradley Ginny & Scott Beall
Dick Bradley His Family
Judy Brook Ginny & Scott Beall
Jack Brown Beverly Brown
Paul Burger Carroll Burger & Family
Peter Carr Scott & Lexa Carr
Dale Carver Dee Carver, Beth & Charlie Swain
Blanche, Jerry & Bill Cerny Ginny & Scott Beall
Andrew & Agnes Chonko The Chonko Family
Lucy Crawford Clark Harolyn O’Brien
Jim Clevenger Margaret Stout
Doris & Dwight Cornelius Marilyn McCrory
Ad Cox Ginny & Scott Beall
Pat Crawford harolyn Molle
Larry Culbertson Nancy Culbertson
Barclay Cunningham Elizabeth Cunningham
Tom Cunningham Elizabeth Cunningham
Brenda Dillon Davis Jim & Betty Dillon
Sara Chappell Deines Peggy & Stan Chappell
H H ‘Hop’ Dickenson Polly Dickenson
Antoni ‘Toni’ Diehl Sybil Diehl
Harold & Julia Diehl Sybil Diehl
Toni Diehl Ginny & Scott Beall

Courtney Drumm Jean Drumm 
Alfred K duMoulin Larry & Helen Smith
Martha Jane Smith duMoulin Larry & Helen Smith
Craig Dyer Dorothy Dyer
Mildred Foard Benjamin & Leigh McCabe
Dave Francisco Jean Francisco
Edna & Eugene Goodwin Sr Marion Goodwin
Gene Goodwin Marion Goodwin
Bertha & James Gordon Marion Goodwin
Mary A Griffin Nancy & Jim Poplinger
Dottie Harberts Her Family
Belva Y Harper Carol Tucker
Addie & Ed Higgins Ed & Kim Higgins
Hector Hidalgo Jim & Sonia Whiteaker
Susan Jane Smith Hill Larry & Helen Smith
Sarah Susan Hitchcock Charles & Jenny Hitchcock
Raleigh Hoel Verna Hoel
Alice Isaac Jim & Anna Staton
Ania Labunski Johnson Laura Edgington
Don Johnston Elizabeth Cunningham
Charles & Cleda Jones Duane & Jackie White
Phil Kline Ruthie Kline
Phil Kline The Kids
Phil Kline The Grandkids
Phil Kline The Great Grandkids
Phil Kline Ginny & Scott Beall
Mardie Kirkwood Tom Kirkwood 
Helen Lamb Donna Wilson
J T Lamb Donna Wilson
Edith & Earnest Lee Diane, Duane, Pam & Dayna
Elizabeth Lindeman John & Barbara Yeast and Family
Ralph Lundell Michael & Barbara Moriarty
Clayton J Marschhausen Larry & Helen Smith
Viola Marschhausen Larry & Helen Smith
Eugene May Lillie, Diane, Robert & Barbara
Margaret & Milton Meirrhead Beverly Brown

IN MEMORY OF DONATED BY
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Max & Annabel Miller Annette McLaughlin
Mary Jean Montgomery Robert Montgomery
Lillian & Samuel Morris Marion Goodwin
Tom McIntire Ginny & Scott Beall 
Tom McIntire Ann McIntire
Jim McLaughlin Annette McLaughlin
Barbara Jones Niedringhaus Sara Lynn Jones
Bill O’Brien Harolyn O’Brien
Tom O’Connor Julie O’Connor
Tom O’Connor The Knabe Family
Jack O’Hara Marie O’Hara
Caroline Randall Oestreicher Randall & Elizabeth Oestreicher
Susan Woodside Oestreicher Randall & Elizabeth Oestreicher
Nina Anderson Olberding Melanie Anderson Wall
Rex Park Margaret Stout
Gloria Pearson Ken Pearson
Gloria Pearson Roxann & Bill Holland
Jennifer Ruth Poplinger Nancy & Jim Poplinger
Ruth & Greg Rick Roxann & Bill Holland
Dr Greg Rick Jr Roxann & Bill Holland
John & Ruth Rudyk The Chonko & Jermann Families
The Rupert Family Joanne Gaar
Richard Sayles June Sayles
Ann Perry Schumacher Bob & Judy Perry
Shauna Lee Scranton Lee Scranton
Jerry Shadowen Janet Stauffer
Ellie & Jim Skidmore Nancy Skidmore
Clyde Lewis Smith Larry & Helen Smith
Howard Smith Helen Smith
John & Alice Spaugh Cindy, David & Katie Henderson

IN MEMORY OF DONATED BY

Jim A Stauffer Janet Stauffer
Blanche McCutchen Tally Laura & Alex Hobbs
Hardy Thomas Judith Thomas
Helen C Thompson Sara Lynn Jones
Lawrence H Thompson Sara Lynn Jones
Foulon Wade His Family
David Wall Melanie, Nate & Gwen
Kelli Diane White Duane & Jackie White
Merle & Ruby White  Duane & Jackie White
Harold & Fern Whiteaker Jim & Sonia Whiteaker
Mary Wickersham Margaret Stout
H C Wilson Donna Wilson
Rodney Wilson Priscilla Wilson
Rodney Wilson Ginny & Scott Beall
Doyle Wood Brett & Pam Wood
George & Diane Wood Brett & Pam Wood  

IN MEMORY OF DONATED BY
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P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N

Mass Incarceration Symposium – 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 18, in Friendship Hall
The Social Witness and Advocacy Task Force of Village Church will host a symposium moderated by Rev. Brian Ellison 
on mass incarceration in America at 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 18, in Friendship Hall. Mass incarceration refers to the high 
numbers of young men from poor, disadvantaged neighborhoods sentenced to long terms in America’s prisons. The 
U.S. makes up 5% of the world’s population and holds nearly 25% of the world’s prisoners. Excessive, disproportionate 
sentencing practices, particularly mandatory minimum sentencing for drug offenses, have resulted in an overcrowded 
prison system. Black and Hispanic defendants constitute the majority of people subject to these mandatory minimums.

Panelists will discuss the history, causes, consequences, and possible remedies to the problem of mass incarceration, with 
particular focus on the response of the faith community. Panelists are Sean O’Brien, attorney and professor of law, UMKC; 
Rev. Dr. Wallace Hartsfield, II, pastor, Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church; Lora McDonald, executive director, MORE 
Squared; Darryl Burton, former inmate and current seminarian, St. Paul’s School of Theology; and Arlin Buyert, Village 
Church member and teacher of poetry to inmates at Lansing Correctional Facility.

S O C I A L  W I T N E S S  &  A D V O C A C Y

Special Thanks to Rev. Diane Quaintance
On behalf of Presbyterian Women and Village Church, 
I would like to express my heart-felt gratitude for the 
gift of Rev. Diane Quaintance. In 2013, Diane came out 
of retirement to fill the gap in the Presbyterian Women 
ministry as our staff advisor. She seamlessly arrived with 
her gentle, kind presence and has been a blessing to 
PW in every sense of the 
word. She has faithfully 
served, generously 
given, and with her 
loving spirit, led the 
women of Village Church 
in a Christ-like way. 
We are so thankful for 
her generous heart and 
for giving herself to PW and Village Church. She has 
eternally blessed us! 

As we celebrate Diane returning to her retirement, 
it is with much excitement that we welcome 
Rev. Jenny McDevitt to the helm of PW as our new  
staff advisor. Jenny joined the Village staff in 2012 in the 
role of pastoral care. We are looking forward to being 
blessed by Jenny’s passion for ministry, holy wisdom, 
and beautiful spirit to shepherd the women of Village 
Church. It is an exciting, inspiring time for PW! 

   Katherine Caputo 
   Moderator-Elect

Visiting Scholar Dr. Amy-Jill Levine
Village welcomed a crowd of over 400 on Friday, 
March 4 and another 300 on Saturday, March 5 for our 
2016 Visiting Scholar event with Dr. Amy-Jill Levine. 
Her three 
presentations 
were on “Jesus, 
the Jewish 
Storyteller: 
Hearing the 
Parables Anew.” 

“A-J’s lectures 
on the parables 
were even more 
personable, 
persuasive, and thought provoking than her wonderful 
book, Short Stories By Jesus, enjoyed by our classes this 
year,” said Gus Breytspraak. “A-J’s return appearance 
as a Visiting Scholar did not disappoint us! Her wit, 
knowledge and wisdom inspired, challenged and 
entertained us once again.”

Our thanks to Presbyterian Women and the Visiting 
Scholar committee for another wonderful Visiting 
Scholar event at Village Church. Photo courtesy of Mark 
McDonald.

Mark your calendars! Our 2017 Visiting Scholar will 
be Beverly Roberts Gaventa, distinguished professor 
of the New Testament at Baylor University. She’ll be 
speaking at Village Church Feb. 24 & 25, 2017.
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A D U LT  E D U C AT I O N A L  M I N I S T R Y

The Middle East:   
A Soldier’s Perspective

6:30 p.m. April 20 & 27, in 
Room 127

Almost daily the news includes 
a story about the Middle East, 
but it is often difficult to really 
understand what is going on 
and who’s who. Bob Krenzel,       
a Village Church member, has a 
perspective most of us lack as a 
veteran of several tours of duty 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. Bob 
retired from the U.S. Army in 2015 with 24 years of  
military service.

From the time he was a boy, Bob wanted to be in the Army; 
his dad thought he’d be a doctor. He enlisted as a tank 
officer – “tanks were cool.” During his first deployment to 
Kosovo with a UN Peacekeeping Force, he was introduced 
to Islam for the first time. He later served as  a security 
officer at the Baghdad Airport; when his boss went home 
on family leave, he became the Acting Officer of his 
brigade, providing security to the western half of the city, 
including the Samarra Mosque and Abu Ghraib prison. In 
Bob’s second deployment, he served as a transitional team 
leader embedded with the Iraqi Army in Kirkuk, using lots 
of persuasion to train Iraqi soldiers. He reflects that he made 
several Iraqi friends among the men he had to trust with 
his life. After a three-year tour back in the U.S. at Ft. Drum, 
caring for families of  brigade casualties and injured soldiers, 
Bob was deployed to Afghanistan as deputy chief of staff  
for NATO forces including troops from Canada, Australia, 
England and Singapore.

Though Bob doesn’t consider himself an expert, he says that 
having been there, he does have experience working closely 
with Iraqi and Afghan officers and soldiers. He will offer his 
perspective on why the Middle East is the way it is, what is 
happening there now, why it matters, and how perhaps we 
can move toward a better future.  

Breakfast and Bible with Your Buddies - 7:30-8 a.m. 
Tuesdays, now-May 10, in Room 228. Join Rev. Tom Are for 
a morning men’s Bible study. Chef Emily will prepare a hot 
breakfast, and Rev. Are will offer a reflection on passages 
from Scripture. There will be time for discussion as well. 
Invite a friend and join the fellowship Tuesday mornings. 
Call 913-671-2333 or email marianne.weber@villagepres.
org to make a reservation for breakfast. Cost is $6. Child 
care is not available. 

Upcoming Village U Classes:
Daytime or Evening Intermediate 
Computer Class - 1-2:30 p.m. Tuesdays, now-
April 26 or from 6:30-8 p.m. Wednesdays, now-
April 27, in Room 316.

Students with basic knowledge of computers 
will improve their skills in Microsoft Word, 
the internet and email. With the assistance 
of teachers and teacher assistants (chimes), 
students will explore topics including:  
inserting pictures into documents, using 
margins, indents and tabs, using the Help 
feature in Microsoft Word, using folders and 

address books to organize email. Classes are free. Call 
913-671-2333 to register.  

Village Talk - 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 13, in the Chapel. 
Host Rev. Brian Ellison, a KCUR contributor, will interview 
Gary Forsee, former CEO of Sprint and University of 
Missouri president. 

Keeping Kids Safe Online - 6-8 p.m. Thursday, April 14, 
in Room 232. Learn more about possible dangers of 
internet usage, practical safety tips and tools and the 
cyber crime reporting process. Presentation covers 
electronic safety concepts, including music devices and 
other wireless/internet communication. Presentation 
designed by Sunflower House, Overland Park Police 
Department and FBI Cyber Crime Task Force. This 
program is appropriate for adults only. This training is 
approved for 2 clock hours, KDHE. 

William Faulkner’s As I Lay Dying and The Sound 
and the Fury - 6:30-8 p.m. Thursdays, April 7-May 12, in 
Room 232. Teachers Kelly Fast and Michael Sanem will 
build on the existential foundation of Dostoyevsky and 
Camus, coupled with the multi-perspective viewpoints of 
Marquez by reading William Faulkner’s As I Lay Dying and 
The Sound and the Fury. Nobel laureate William Faulkner 
continues to be numbered among the most important 
writers in American letters and one of the most original 
authors of the 20th century. We will explore his narrative 
technique; his grasp of myth and allusion; his attention 
to family, place, and past; his constructions of gender 
roles; his evaluation of the complex racial and social 
relationships of the deep South; and more. 

Register for Village U classes at www.villagepres.org or email 
marianne.weber@villagepres.org.

(L-R) Bob Krenzel, Afghan Interpreter 
and Brigadier General, Chief of Staff of 
Afghan Army Forces



Members of the Children and Family Ministry 
Committee were on hand at the south entrance and 
west entrances of the 
church to help with 
flowering of the cross. 
Check the Village 
Church Kids Facebook 
page for more images 
of this traditional 
favorite and pictures 
from the Palm Sunday 
Palm parade.  

Story Time at Village  
Join us for story time and crafts!  We always meet the 
first Tuesday of the month throughout the school year.

9:30-11:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
May 3, will be the last Story 
Time at Village for this 
school year. Contact cheryl.
couch-thomas@villagepres.
org for more info.
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New Arrival
Join us in welcoming a new baby to our church family!  
Jane Katherine Killough was born to Emily and Jed 
Killough. A rose will be placed on the Communion Table 
on April 17 to honor little Jane.

If you have a new addition to your family, call the 
Children and Family Ministry office to let us know.

Village Kid’s Day Out Program
There are still some openings 
in Village Kid’s Day Out for 
the 2016-2017 school year. 
This program for children 
ages 2-4 years old, is offered 
on Thursdays from 9:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. We will be in session 
Sept. 8, 2016-May 18, 2017. We 
provide a safe, nurturing environment where your child 
can grow and learn. We plan a fun day for your child 
with many opportunities to explore and be creative 
while making new friends. For more information, 
contact Marjean in the Child Care office at    
913-671-2322 or Marjean@villagepres.org.

“Do we treat Earth Day like the Sabbath?”
A Presentation with Josh Svaty  •  7-9 p.m. Wednesday, April 20, at Village Church

The Environmental Action Committee of Village Church is sponsoring the presentation “Do We Treat Earth Day like the 
Sabbath?” by Josh Svaty at 7 p.m. Wednesday, April 20, in Room 126 at Village Church. 

We will explore both the pitfalls of single-day environmentalism and the soft underbelly of some of our best efforts. 

Our speaker, Josh Svaty, is a fifth generation farmer from Ellsworth, Kan., who married a fifth generation Kansas Citian in 
May 2007 at Village Church, where she grew up and remains a member. Josh and Kimberly Svaty own 
and operate Free State Farms, a diversified crop and livestock operation. From 2003-2009, he served as a 
state representative in the Kansas Legislature. For five years, he was the ranking minority member on the 
House Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee. He also served on the House Utilities Committee. 
During the Parkinson Administration, he served as secretary of agriculture. Josh has been a senior 
advisor at the Environmental Protection Agency Region 7 in KC and a vice president at The Land 
Institute in Salina. 

Register by calling 913-671-2333 or email marianne@villagepres.org. 

E N V I R O N M E N T A L  A C T I O N

Mark Your Calendars Now
Church-wide Pancake Breakfast 
RESCHEDULED! 
9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Sunday, May 15

Chris Cake’s couldn’t come to us in February due to icy roads, but he is coming back next month. 
Tickets are $5 at the door!
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IN MEMORY
Mary Ballard
Janet Cree
Merle Frey

Susan Morrison
Darline Gates
Don Roberts
Nancy Smith

Mary Stark
Vivian Swope

Gillman “Gil” Thrane, Jr.

Food Pantry & Clothes Closet 
Drop-Off Hours

10 a.m.–2:30 p.m. M-F
6–7:30 p.m. Thursday night

9:30–11:30 a.m. Sat. morning

VPC Service Times

Traditional — 8, 9:30, 11 a.m.
In the Sanctuary

The Gathering — 10:45 a.m.
In Friendship Hall

Radio Broadcast
Sundays at 8 a.m. on  

1660 AM KMBZ, 
The Business Channel

www.villagepres.org

Village
Commitment
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At the Heart of Giving…

Are our gifts right? Generosity is always about the motive in 
your heart. It is a spiritual act. How is this, you ask? Have you 
volunteered for one of our specific missions? Did you form 
a relationship during this time? Surely that opportunity to 
connect with others reached and tugged at your heart in 

some way. If it did, then you know how it 
feels to give of yourself with your time and 
your spirit. Our volunteers at Village Church 
are the superheroes within our church 
and community! Gracious individuals and 
countless hours have been dedicated to 
the many ministries we sustain. This work is 
about celebrating God’s generosity by giving 
according to one’s physical and mental 

ability. Please join us in saluting our volunteers with heart.  
They are making a difference in one’s life!

    —Lexa Carr

 



VILLAGE SPOT   LIGHT

Behind the Scenes with  
Rev. Diane Quaintance

Glimmers of Rev. Diane Quaintance’s handiwork are 
woven throughout Village Church. 

Diane served as an associate pastor in Pastoral Care 
at Village Church from 1995-2004. She returned from 
retirement in the fall of 2013 when Village was in need of 
assistance in pastoral care and Presbyterian Women.

When Diane first started at Village in February 1995, a 
major part of her pastoral care work was to develop the 
Stephen Ministry program. “We did our first training in 
the spring of 1995. There were 24 people in that class.  
At one point, there were 80 active Stephen Ministers.” 

Diane has enjoyed her role as staff liaison for 
Presbyterian Women. “They are ‘can do’ people,” said 
Diane. “There’s no challenge that you can throw at them 
or lay in front of them that they won’t take on. They’ll try 
anything. I don’t have to do very much. I’m an advisor 
but they do the work and they pull off amazing events.”

Diane had a hand in the start of the Visiting Scholar 
program. “We were studying Marcus Borg’s book in my 
Friday morning class. One day in class, Julie Lee said 
it would be so fun to talk to him in person. I stopped 
her after class and said,  ‘Julie, I want you to hold that 
thought and think about whether that’s something 
we could do.’  She came to my office three days later 
and said, ‘This is how much he charges, these are the 
dates he’s available. Could we figure out a way to get 
him here?’ After I gave it some thought, we approached 
the PW board. And thanks to a start-up grant from the 
Endowment Trust, Marcus Borg came to Village. The 
Visiting Scholar program is structured so that every 
scholar who is here has to raise enough money through 
admission to pay for the next one.” Diane retired from 
Village for the second time on March 6, immediately 
following the Visiting Scholar event with Amy-Jill Levine.

When Diane became interim director of Adult Education 
two years ago, she was trying to think of a new program 
that would be a spark that would draw people. “I just 
happened to be thinking one day about Brian Ellison.      

I knew Brian does 
talk shows on KCUR. 
We went to lunch and 
I asked him, ‘How would 
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it work to do a live talk show at Village and do it like you 
do your radio show interviews with you as the host?’ He 
was really thrilled with the idea. He and I sat down and 
brainstormed the list of names of people to have for the 
first few and it’s been fun and extremely popular.”

Prior to entering the ministry, Diane taught middle 
schoolers for 20 years in the Shawnee Mission and Blue 
Valley School districts. She even received the honor of 
Kansas Teacher of the Year one year.

Diane became a member of Village Church in 1967. “Bob 
Meneilly was very influential in me going to seminary,” 
shares Diane. “He pushed me out the door and said, ‘Go!’ 
And eventually, I did.”

Her first call was at Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church 
as Rev. Jay McKell’s first associate pastor. She served 
there in adult education for six years and really wanted 
to work in pastoral care. “I was a chaplain at St. Luke’s 
Hospital for two years before coming to Village.” 

In addition to being a pastor, Diane is a farmer’s wife 
and a grandmother of five. “Harold and I have a blended 
family…when we were married, he had three children. 
His youngest, his only daughter, actually introduced us. 
She was in my youth group when I had an internship at 
Gardner Presbyterian Church south. My daughter, my 
only child, was 13 and was going into high school when 
we got married. She’s 40 now and has four daughters.

Right before I started at Village in February 1995, was 
when Harold was having both knees replaced at once. 
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And I asked him, ‘What are you going to do 
about those 500 hogs and the hundred 
cattle that are out there?’ And he said, 
‘I’m going to have to find somebody 
to do it.’ I insisted I could do part of 
it so Harold bought me my own 
tractor. I had a whole different 
definition of pastoral care when 
I got up at 5 in the morning and 
went out and fed 100 cows and 500 
hogs. And THEN went in, cleaned 
up, got dressed, came to work and did 
pastoral care here at Village Church.”

How does she plan to spend her time during 
her second round of retirement? “I’m still 
very involved in my granddaughters’ lives. 
I drive taxi for them a lot. I volunteer in an 
elementary school library in Gardner. I will 
continue to do that.

I have a loom and I weave. Before my older 
sister died two years ago, I had bought her the 
materials to make her a stole because she was 
home bound and I wanted to make it for 
her to have something to wrap up in 
and feel good. I didn’t get it finished. 
So my first job is finishing that stole 
and giving it to one of her three 
daughters. And then I’m going to 
make two more just like it so that all 
three of the girls have one, because 
they struggle with not having their 
mom any more. When I give this to 
them I’m going to say,’  When you  
put this on, you can wrap her arms 
around you.’

When Diane retired in 2004, there was a group of 
women led by Nancy Cantril who wanted to do 
something for her. “They asked me what I would like 
that to be. I said if people want to donate to something 
in my honor, I would rather it be something that is 
kept here at the church. Nancy came up with the 
idea of having a tapestry commissioned because she 
knew that I was a weaver. It was created by a woman 
in Wichita who interviewed me in the space where it 
was going to be, the Village Chapel. We talked about 
my ministry, my thoughts about God and what my 
favorite form of art was, which is watercolors. So she 
picked up on that idea. When I first saw the tapestry 
I was awestruck. The women of Village also had her 
weave me a throw using the same yarns she used in 
the tapestry. It has a handwoven gold cross into the 
bottom corner of it. It’s just beautiful.”

Even though Diane has 
officially retired for the 
second time, she says 
she has no intention of 
disappearing from Village 

Church. “I am going to continue to be 
the leader of the Circle that meets at 
Lakeview Village. I’m going to continue 
to teach the Friday morning class that I 

teach, at least through May. It will be up 
to our new director of Adult Educational 

Ministry, Dr. Rodger Nishioka, if I 
continue to do that.”

“I told Harold if you’re going to 
retire, it’s neat to know who 
is going to follow you. In this 
particular situation, I can’t think 
of anyone I would rather have 
following me as I walk out the 
door than Rodger. If I sat and 

imagined who the top three 
people were in Christian education 

in the country, Rodger would be 
number one on the list. For him to 

come here is an incredible honor both 
for him and for the church. I just think 

there’s no one better for this spot at this 
particular time.”

As she begins a new chapter in life, 
Diane would like to extend her thanks 

to the Village congregation “for all the 
ways that they have allowed me to be 

a minister in their midst. Whether it was 
sitting at a bedside and doing a funeral or 

letting me teach or letting me do whatever. 
They’ve been a part of my life for a long time. I had 
Nancy Cantril in school when I was teaching. I had all 
of Mardel Lillard’s children in school. The list goes on 
and on. I’ve been with them for a long time. They’re like 
family to me.”

“This is a great church…it does great things. It is 
the individual people in it who do great things…
whether it’s the individual 28 women in Mission 
Sewing who blow me away all the time with what 
they do…or whether it’s the people who do Operation 
Breakthrough…whether it’s in the women in 
Presbyterian Women who nurture and care for the 
women of the church or Stephen Ministers. It’s not 
a machine…it’s the individual people in it who are 
just remarkable and I’m honored to be a part of it in 
whatever way I can be.”

Releasing 
butterflies with 

the children 
on Easter 


